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Donõt annoy hon. Sec! Youõll likely to get a good 

handbagging, and thatõs a good handbag 
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A brief message from the incoming editor  

Good Morrow, Essex LandRoverteers! 

Always assuming I manage to master or at least come to terms with this 

editoring malarkey. 

Thank you for voting me into this honoured position; I do, however, re-

serve the right to revise that statement in light of the preceding sentence. I hope 

to continue the wholesome tradition of producing a magazine fit for the family to 
read dedicated to all things Land Rover, and Essex Land Rover in particular. 

Change of editor might seem a good time to change things but experience has 

taught me dearly donôt change a good thing just for the sake of it. I shall have a 
tough enough job merely trying to keep up with my predecessors let alone at-

tempting to improve on their efforts. Iôm already committed to adopting an alter-

native method of physically producing the magazine, something that I guess if 
youôre reading this has been successful or abandoned in disgust, lets say a work 

in progress. 

I ramble or maybe rather ógreen laneô, If you have any suggestions to 

improve the magazine, please forward them. Everything will get due considera-
tion. Remember it is your magazine; I am merely the humble editor. I will do my 

best to include any and everything, space permitting and try to include some 

light-hearted bits and bobs, maybe some competitions, Land Rover crosswords 
and the like, Sudoku anyone? The content as before will rely heavily on your 

contributions, so get/keep them coming in. The (new) Email Address is EX-

PLOITS@hannington.me.uk although the old one will Iôm told  
still work for a while. Preferred format is Micro$oft word, Headings: 

Comic Sans MS 14pt  underlined and body text: Times new Roman 11 

pt although I can probably accommodate pretty much anything but hand scrawl, 

even then Iôll give it a go. Please, donôt take that as a challenge! 

Please try to avoid profanity, blasphemy or references to sexual orienta-

tion, none of which are Land Rover. Disparaging references to Suzukis or Dai-

hatsus and the like are welcome, indeed expected! 

 

All photographs in this edition are copyright © Bosuncam 2007 
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Forthcoming Events  

Here are the events for the rest of 2007.Unless otherwise noted all trials 

on a Sunday will have signing on from 8.30 until 9.45 with the trial starting at 
10.00, Tyro trials on Saturdays will have signing on from 10.30 until 11.45 with 

a 12.00 start. Please arrive in good time for scrutineering and signing on. Trials 

are all £20. Pre-booked by the preceding Thursday they will be £15 unless other-

wise noted. 

July 30 ï Aug 4 ï Laning Holiday ï This date may be extended 

August 11-12 ï Camping and Trials weekend. Mentley Farm. ï Tyro Sat-

urday and RTV / CCV Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 
August 21 ï Pub meet 

August 26 ï Green Laning 

September 8-9 ï Trials weekend. Venue: Little Hallingbury. ï Tyro Sat-
urday and RTV Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

September 18 ï Pub meet 

September 23 ï Green Laning 

October 13-14 ï Trials weekend. Sudbury. ï Tyro Saturday and RTV / 
CCV Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

October 16 ï Pub meet 

October 21 ï Green Laning 
November 10-11 ï Trials weekend. Mid Essex. ï Tyro Saturday and 

RTV / CCV Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

November 20 ï Pub meet 
November 25 ï Green Laning 

December 8 ï Day into night trials at Venue Shalford. Tyro, RTV & CCV 

all running concurrently, but separately. Signing on is from 12.00 with the 

trial starting at 13.30, and probably finishing around 19.00 (ish).  
December 15 ï Christmas Dinner 

December 18 ï Pub meet 

December 27 ï Christmas Pud Shakedown ï Venue TBC. Open from 
10am ï 4pm. Marshalls Needed 

all bookings for trials, unless otherwise noted, to Rob on Friday before 

Saturday & Sunday trials or Thursday before camping weekend events by e-mail 

to rob@visualr.co.uk, or phone me on 07922 153836 - if I donôt answer just 
leave your name and details, Iôll only call you back if you specifically request me 

to. You can also book in via the ELRC internet discussion forum. If you e-mail 

or leave a message can you let me know what you are intending to drive. Trial 
entry forms in Word format are available on the website to download a fill out 

before you come to an event.  
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All Camping Bookings to Derek Herbert up to Tuesday before the event 

on 07749 849856. 

Green Lane bookings to Ralph Coulson. Exact locations of the starting 

point will be advised just before the event. Contact details: 01245 283459 or 

07968 796804, or by e-mail at Ralph.Coulson@btinternet.com  

Show event bookings to Nigel Wood ï contact details at the back of Exploits. 

 

Other clubs events (contact Rob for more details) that weôve been invited to: 

WYE AND WELSH LAND ROVER CLUB ï BASKERVILLE CHAL-

LENGE 2007 

AUGUST 25-27th 2007 CLYRO  

Details of the Wye and Welsh Baskerville Challenge and the booking 
form is now available from the club via the club website at 

www.wyeandwelshlrc.co.uk/BC_App.doc 

PEAK AND DULKERIES LAND ROVER CLUB ï ECKINGTON 

INTERCLUB 2007 

AUGUST 25th -27th at Hall Farm, Hundall, North Derbyshire 

Entry forms via club website at www.pandd.org.uk/Eckington007/

Eckington_forms_2007.pdf 

MIDLAND ROC - Date for THE 9th MAJORS MEMORIAL TRIAL 

at Eastnor is 14 - 16th September 2007. 

Closing Date for entries is 16th August 2007 - entry forms available now 

from MROC or from the club website at www.mroc.co.uk/New/Index.htm 

SOMERSET AND WILTS LRC ï MENDIP CHALLENGE 2007RTV 

Saturday 13th October and CCV Sunday 14th October entries limited 

to 120 in each trial ï entry Secretary is Rod Findlay, SWLRC, Beech Tree 

Barn, Marksbury, Bath, Somerset BA2 9HQ tel. 0761470577 

Further dates will be added as they become available. 
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From the chair  
 

We have some new people sitting on the committee this year who were 

unanimously voted in at the AGM. The rest of the committee who had offered to 
stand for another year were similarly voted in en masse. The full committee is 

listed in the back of Exploits. But I offer a warm welcome, and heartfelt thanks, 

to the following for standing up and taking on committee jobs this year: 

Tim Wyman ï Treasurer 

Geoff Hannington ï Exploits Editor 

Kim Hutchings ï Club Shop 

Shows Coordinator ï Nigel Wood.  

Derek Herbert also announced that he would like to resign the post of 

caravan marshal at next yearôs AGM. If you think that this is something you 
would like to take on, get in touch with Derek to get the low down on whatôs 

involved.  

Immediately after the AGM the annual awards were, well, awarded; 

there is a list of prize winners later in Exploits.  

Also in Exploits this time is a list of ELRC member results from the Na-

tional. Well done to all those that went, whether to compete, marshal or just 

drink. The weather was atrocious, but the competition fun. Particular mention at 
this point to Tim Wyman and Martin Hinch for both bringing home the silver-

ware, and special mention to Trevor Hannington for assisting a fellow competi-

tor who had rolled their vehicle into a deep pool of water. Hopefully somebody 

will write a full story on that for Exploits.  

The dates for committee meetings are published in Exploits, and also on 

the forum, so if you have any ideas that you want the committee to consider, let 

me or one of the committee members know. 

Hereôs to good yearôs Rovering. 

 Karl Reilly 
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Annual General Meeting 2007  
Summary of the minutes of 23rd June.  A full copy can be obtained from the club 

secretary. 
 

There were 35 members in attendance with 5 apologies. 

Meeting opened at 5.00pm. 

Chairmanôs report gave an overview of the club this past year and gave 
thanks to those who have driven the club successes and achievements 

and thanked the previous committee for their efforts, particularly those 

resigning this year. 
Secretary reported everything running smoothly and in order and 

pleased with the shows and professional presentation of the club by 

members. 
Treasurer gave the latest accounts and details of expenditure for 2006.  

Proposal to increase membership fees on the agenda. 

Membership secretary gave the latest figures and showed that we are 

indeed a family based club with 23% of the members under age 17.  A 
slight fall in membership overall. 

Competition secretary reported on gaining 2 new sites during 2006, 

good use of the PMR radios we purchased and gave thanks to all the 
Clerks and marshals as without them we could not trial.  He also re-

ported the closing of scrutineering 15 minutes prior to trial start times 

will be enforced. 
Exploits eds reported an average 250 copies sent out each printing pe-

riod and asked members to continue sending reports and articles to the 

new editorship to make an interesting magazine for all.  All copy is ap-

preciated and thanks were given to Margaret for her unsung work in the 
past two years. 

Scrutineer's are happy with the standard of vehicles put forward at each 

event and have a couple of rule issues in hand. 
Rover Rescue reported on two standby call outs but nothing required of 

the volunteers and that he attends as many meetings with the County 

Planning as possible.  A reminder to keep contacts up to date within the 

Rover Rescue group and that First Aid training can be arranged later in 
the year if there is enough interest. 

Rights of Way reported an various items including the laning holiday 

and the latest lane closures, map and GPS training with 16 attending, 
well attended pub meets and we continue to be members of P3 and 

GLASS. 

Webmaster gave the latest forum figures and reported the successful use 
of Paypal for Easter.     
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Caravan officer gave one years notice to step down at 2008 AGM. 
Club Child Protection Officer advised members her job is to look after 

the welfare of children and adults. 

Shows and Events reported on good support for the two shows we were 

at with one more to attend.  Thanks to those for their efforts. 
The existing committee stood down and resignations received from 

Shows, Club shop, Exploits editors and treasurer. 

Those wishing to stand for re-election were voted in and vacant positions 
were filled and consequently voted in. 

Rule changes were discussed and agreed and were generally tidying up 

the existing rules. 
Membership fees increase was discussed and it was agreed to raise them 

for 2008 membership with effect from October 2007. 

Proposal to raise competition fees was discussed and voted against. 

Various items of other business were raised from the floor and these 
would be acted upon or brought to the next committee meeting for dis-

cussion. 

 
Meeting closed at 6.40 pm followed by raffle, trophy presentations and B-B-Q. 
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And the winner isé 
 

This yearôs AGM saw the third annual awards presentation. For those 

that werenôt there, and for those that were but werenôt listening, the prize win-

ners and what they won are listed here. 

Tim Wyman and family have donated óThe SID Trophyô. For those 
who donôt know this special trophy is presented to the club member who created 

the most outstanding some Self Inflicted Damage. 

This yearôs nominations are: 

1. Sue Coulson for her high speed recovery, assisted by Dave 

Bishop, here at Shalford, resulting in the total destruction of the 

offside wing. The judges have decided to allow this nomination as 

anyone who accepts a tow from Dave Bishop deserves a nomina-

tion. 

 

2. The second the judges acknowledge is another good example of a 

worthy nomination; this person spent two weekends prepping his 

vehicle for the nationals, hired a trailer, drove 3 hours up the mo-

torway. On the third section the steering failed and after fixing the 

problem he drove back to rejoin his group. It was at this point that 

he rammed the front into a concrete road and broke all the offside 

springs, which promptly brought Karlôs 2007 National CCV chal-

lenge to a grinding halt. The judges would like to compliment Karl 

on damaging his vehicle whilst  not even driving on a section. 

 

3. For the third nomination the judges would like to offer warm con-

gratulations for this nominee for his rare achievement. Not only 

did he break one diff, but he actually broke both diffs at the same 

time. In addition it was not even the driverôs vehicle.  This feat 

that, the judges research has revealed has not been done in many a 

year. Congratulations therefore to Pete for his nomination. 

 

4. The fourth nomination goes to Mark for driving the pope mobile at 

this years nationals. Trying to improve his score he somehow hit a 

passing tree resulting in major damage to the front wing. The 

judges should comment that the marshal was a bit unfair after of-
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fering Mark the advice at the end of the competition ñ donôt worry 

about finding out about any run offs; in your case you can go 

straight back to your tentò 

 

5. The judges would also like to thank Trevor in again trying to win 

this trophy; his purchase of additional vehicles has been noted and 

maybe it will be his turn again next year. 

 

Sealed in an envelope, the winner was the name of Pete (Two 

Diffs) Tresadern. 

The RTV winner from the last Day into Night Trial  wins an an-

nual shield donated by the Garwoods, won this year by Martin Hinch . 

We gave an extra trophy this year as a one off for services ren-

dered to the competitive side of things.  At this yearôs National a competi-

tor managed to roll his CCV, depositing the passenger on her side, mostly 

underwater. Trevor Hannington was straight into the water where he 

helped the lady out of her harness and out of the vehicle to safety.  Trevor 

was the talk of the beer tent that night, and has also been mentioned in one 

of the national magazines.  Trevor now has a suitably engraved tankard 

from which to sup his beer.  

The Homestead trophies are awarded on points as follows: 

10 points for completing a trial 

12 points for 2nd place 

20 points for winning a class or winning overall. 

To celebrate youth, an annual trophy for the highest scoring 

Young Driver based on the Homestead Caravan Centre Trophy scores. 

James Wilkins rolled home in 3rd place with 85 points, Richard Coulson 

piped him to 2nd on 90 points, but with 150 points, first was presented to 

Alex Howard. To be eligible for this trophy the driver has to be under 18 

at the AGM at the start of the year. (i.e. a driver who is still 17 now, but 

turns 18 before the AGM in 2008 will still be classed as a junior for the 

purposes of this trophy). 

Those nice people at Homestead Caravan Centre have donated an-

other trophy for the Best Lady Driver in any class of trial, again based on 
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the Homestead Caravan Centre Trophy scores. It is really good to see the 

number of Lady Drivers in the club, and this was one of the most hotly 

contested categories with this years result going down to the final RTV at 

Braughing to find a winner ï In 3rd place on 70 points we have Heather 

Pycraft, so it all comes down to the competition between Sue Coulson and 

Jan Tresadern. During the trials they are inseparable, usually running back 

to the vehicle having been busy chatting. So it is quite fitting that they 

canôt be separated in the Trophy ï We have joint winners this year, Jan 

Tresadern and Sue Coulson on 120 points. They can fight over the tro-

phy and look after it for 6 months each. 

Another trophy donated by Homestead Caravan Centre is for the 

best Tyro Driver of the Year, and if youôve been keeping up will have 

worked out by now that this is also based on the Homestead Caravan Cen-

tre Trophy scores and is available to any driver who drives predominantly 

in the tyro trials. 

We have a very strong tyro side to club with over 25 different 

drivers and all types of vehicles from 110s and Disco 2s down to some 

very smart Series vehicles. This was a very close category with the final 

outcome being decided on the Braughing tyro. In 3rd Place with 90 points 

was Richard Coulson driving whatever was working at the time.  In 2nd 

Place with 150 points Alex Howard in a 90.  But in 1st place with 155 

points was Mark Debenham in a Range Rover Classic 

Next up was a trophy for Marshal of the Year, nominated by the 

Competition Secretary (with a little help from the committee). Itôs for ef-

fort and input into all things trialling, including setting out, signing on, 

score keeping and marshalling ï all the jobs necessary to make the comp 

secôs life a bit easier!  

Rob wrote: First thanks to all Marshals throughout the year, I was 

pleasantly surprised to see so many people willing to help despite the 

weather etc. We have many regular marshals including: Ian Walker, 

Kevin Hutchings, Nik Victor, Heather Pycraft (who often gives up a drive 

to help out.)  This yearôs winner is a lady who has only missed 1 trial 

since last year and doesnôt ask if we need a marshal, but just signs the 

sheet when she arrives. This yearôs well deserving winner was Linda 

Howard. 
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The Spirit of the Club  award is a trophy that is awarded at the 

Committeeôs discretion for somebody (or group) that have joined the club 

and then got involved in lots of what the club is about. This yearôs winner 

joined not so long ago and went green laning and joined in the pub meets, 

and then got hooked into trialling, and was always on hand to help at 

shows. The committee also noted that whenever there were jobs to be 

done, such as clearing up after a show, it was safe to say that this yearôs 

winner was already there doing it. This yearôs winner has got the bug so 

badly that Discovery has recently been joined by an 88ò. And so the tro-

phy went to Phil Wilkinson.  

Penultimately, the original annual award ï The Homestead Cara-

van Centre Trophy. This is awarded to the driver who scores the most 

points for trialling (thatôs 10 for finishing a trial, 15 for coming 2nd in 

class and 20 if you come 1st in class, but none if you enter but donôt fin-

ish). To be eligible for the trophy you must also set out at least one event, 

and marshal at one other. (The more canny winners have driven in RTVs 

or CCVs and marshalled etc at tyro trials).  This year it was very tight and 

covered drivers from all 3 trialling classes. In 3rd place with 150 points 

we have Alex Howard and in 2nd on 160 points we saw Martin Hinch. 

But in 1st place with 165 points Mark Debenham takes the trophy home. 

Dave Bygrave was the club president for many years, and was 

largely responsible for founding the club in the first place. When Dave 

stepped down as President, he and his wife Audrey presented an engraved 

rose bowl to the club to be awarded as The Presidents Trophy. This will 

be awarded by the President periodically to a member who has made an 

outstanding contribution to the development and on-going success of the 

club. This year four people have to share the trophy as it was awarded to 

The Coulson Family in recognition all that Ralph and Sue do in organis-

ing the summer holiday, green laning, pub meets, Christmas dinner, a lot 

of behind the scenes stuff for the Easter event, organising the trophies, 

managing the website and the forum, being an on-line 24-7 help line for 

editors in need of IT support, organising raffles, and for BosunCam which 

so many people regularly click onto the morning after the trial. Not forget-

ting that Stephanie and Richard also both get involved from driving tyro 

trials to selling raffle tickets.  A well deserved award. 

The club holds one other special award ï and óOutstanding Contri-
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butionô that was not awarded this year. 

Karl Reilly 

ALRC Rule Changes 

The ALRC recently announced some more rule changes for the coming 

year, as set out below: 

Handbrakes: New Rule: D.1.5 

Vehicles shall be fitted with a braking system capable of holding 

them while parked. It shall be activated by a single operation and shall be 

external to the engine and gearbox. 

Regarding Passengers in Team Recovery. 

Wording in bold indicates change to existing rules. 

Section Q - Point to Point & Team Recovery Competition Regulations 

 

Q1 PASSENGERS 

Q.1.1 Point to Point One passenger / navigator, over the age of 16 
years, is allowed per vehicle 

Q1.2 Team Recovery No vehicle at any time may carry a passen-

ger. 
 

Q3 ENTRIES 

Q.3.1 Minimum entry for any class to be 3 teams. 

 

Q.4  TEAMS 

Q.4.1 Point to Point  A team shall comprise two vehicles 

Q.4.2 Team Recovery  A team shall comprise two vehicles and two 

drivers. 

Q.4.3. Each team shall nominate a captain. 

 

These changes have been ratified and come into effect from 1st January 2008. 
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ALRC 2008 National  
 

The 2008 National is 60th Anniversary of Land Rover. Fittingly, it is be-
ing hosted by Midland Rover Owners Club at Eastnor Deer Park, Ledbury, Here-

fordshire, over the weekend of 22nd ï 27th May 2008. 

There has been a thread running on the ELRC forum suggesting that 

they are receiving bookings for the event very early, and there is a strong risk of 
the event being oversubscribed. Their website says: ñDue to the excellent entry 

response, on the 19th July 2007 Booking Number 276 has been placed. If this 

early level of entries continues, we predict that the CCVT will be full by October 
(possibly earlier)and the RTV by November. Comp Safari entries are a little 

slower but the prediction would be late December. However - all is not lost! To 

save disappointment for those that don't heed the "book competition places 
early" warnings, we may introduce a Senior's Class in the Bike Trial! You have 

been warned!ò 

For those of you on line you can book in over the internet via at 

www.mroc-national2008.co.uk , or for those more internetly challenged, there 

should be a copy of their entry form included with this issue of Exploits.  

Please send off your entries ASAP because it would be good to have a 

strong turnout from Essex.       Karl Reilly 

ALRC Stickers  

The Association of Land Rover Clubs has purchased windscreen stick-

ers, tool box stickers and lapel pin badges. These are available to members indi-
vidually at A.L.R.C. Meetings, retailing at £2 each for the stickers and £3 each 

for the lapel pin badge. 

The above prices are for collection from A.L.R.C. Meetings - cheques to 

be made payable to A.L.R.C. with order/or on collection. 

If you wish to order any of the above please let me have your order at 

least three (3) days PRIOR to an A.L.R.C. Meeting. 

Simone Birch Secretary 
The Association of Land Rover Clubs 

124, Crescent Drive, Petts Wood. Nr Orpington 

Kent, BR5 1BE 
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Membership Secretaryõs Corner 
 

The membership stands at: - 

Main members    155 

Family members  109 

Total    264 

There are 35 additional family members (under seventeens and young 

adults in full time education) and 46 children.  

After October the classifications will change, boosting the family mem-

ber number, e.g.144. 

ELRC would like to welcome the following new members and returnees: 

Stephen & Karen Piper   Halstead 

Fred James    Ipswich  
Richard Hill    Halstead 

Darren & Debbie Worsey  Braintree 

Raymond Jenner    Aveley 

Well what an AGM I had!!  

Came 1st in the tyro, which was great fun (see separate article). Member-

ship classifications changed, amalgamating junior and senior family members. 

Received a very, very nice inscribed pewter mug, from my club peers, in 

recognition of helping a distressed fellow competitor.  

I did not deserve it. I was in the right place at the right time for her, and 

responded where others looked on. I only did what my Christian beliefs and club 
safety response have taught, and 

others have done for me. A great 

surprise, thank you; one and all.  

Trevor 

Judge for yourselves  Ed. 
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Reillyõs Irrelevant Ramblings 

I rambled on about Sustainability in the last issue of Exploits, and have 

generally been moaning about press and political bandwagoneering over green 
issues for quite a while now. Somebody asked me the other day whether I be-

lieved that global warming was really true. My glib answer was that Iôm not a 

scientist, so how can I know if itôs true or not? A truer answer would have been 

that I believe, quite passionately, that we (the whole of humanity) are having a 
massive negative impact on the earth. This impact can not continue without some 

serious consequences.  

Some famous scientist, or at least my O-level physics teacher, said that 
to every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. So, to my simple little 

mind, if we are enjoying life and polluting everything, weôre going to have to 

pay for it. Probably in quite a big way. Old Mother Nature isnôt going to take this 

amount of abuse and not get angry.  

That said, I have great difficulty in believing the general press and igno-

rant politicians when they suggest that replacing my existing light bulbs with 

new óenergy efficientô ones will in fact save the planet. I think we all need to 

think somewhat bigger than that.  

Similarly, I find it hard to reconcile that a Toyota Electric Plastic box, 

that is full of chemical & oil based plastics, powered by nasty chemical based 
batteries that has all been shipped half way round the world for us to use, is bet-

ter than a conventional car built in England.  

It always seems that businesses can do what they want to in the name of 
profit. Take McDonalds for instance (or any of the fast food outlets), to get chil-

dren hooked on the ófoodô they sell, they offer kids meal deals that always in-

clude a ótoyô. This piece of plastic, often with battery included, is packaged in a 

plastic bag, often with sundry bits of packaging as well and has been shipped 
half way round the world from some sweat box factory that almost certainly 

wonôt have an environmental or staff welfare policy. All the packaging goes 

straight in the bin, destined for landfill, and itôs a fair bet that the ótoyô will also 
end up in landfill fairly soon afterwards too. Nobody seems to bat an eyelid at 

this gratuitous and unnecessary waste. 

The McDonaldsô website says they serve about 2.5m meals a day in the 

UK alone. A quick rule of thumb calculation shows that these óhappy mealsô 
contribute to about to about 25 tonnes of landfill per day. To put that another 

way, thatôs over 9,000 tonnes per year, or nearly 300 articulated lorries every 



-16- 

ESSEX EXPLOITS   

 

year. And thatôs without thinking about the impact of the supply chain from the 
base raw materials right through to final disposal. I donôt know how to calculate 

the carbon footprint of that, but I would guess that itôs not little.  

So, the impact of my choice of car pales into absolute insignificance 

when compared to the activities of business. However, those businesses are there 
just to serve and pander to us, the consumer. It is up to all of us to change our 

ways and reject products from those organisations that are wasteful of natural 

resources.  

Richard Branson, something of a hero of mine, works to the principal of 

Gaia Capitalism, where Gaia is the Greek name for Mother Earth. The principles 

of the Virgin Group are that they will undertake their business activities in a way 
that produces the minimum impact on the world at large, and will constantly 

seek ways to improve what they do. He squares the conundrum of running an 

airline business with this theory by saying that if he didnôt operate flights, an-

other operator would because there is a clear demand for travel. However, the 
difference between Virgin and some of their competitors is that Virgin are buy-

ing new planes with lower emissions and are seeking ways to make further im-

provements to what they do. Itôs a bit like the off roading principle of ótread 

lightlyô that was in vogue a few years back. 

I think there is a clear case of the UK press creating an impression of 

Eco-anxiety in people and some businesses, and the politicians are reacting by 
bandwagoneering and trying to introduce legislation to curb pollution. What is 

really needed is a change in the publicôs attitude to consumer products, to get 

people to waste less, to be more thrifty and aware of the implications of their 

actions.  

Instead, what we are seeing is that companies are óoff settingô their pol-

lution by paying somebody else to plant a few trees on their behalf. I think thatôs 

rather missing the point. To my mind those companies should take action to re-
duce their pollution in the first place.  Itôs a bit like somebody farting in a lift and 

then spraying air freshener to cover it up.  

And whatôs all this go to do with Land Rovers and off-roading? I donôt 

know. But somebody asked me the question and I felt the need to answer. So, as 
much as I would love a 4.6V8 Range Rover, I find it hard to justify in terms of 

the bigger picture of worlds resources. I think Sir Isaac Newton might agree too. 

Plus, there is the minor fact that I canôt afford one. 

 Karl Reilly 
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Comment on energy efficient light bulbs  
  

Now Iôm a great advocate of energy efficiency but this ówe all got to use 
energy efficient light bulbs?ô Iôm afraid to my simple mind* it just donôt add up, 

quite the reverse in fact. The argument for is based on the incandescent light bulb 

producing more heat than light No argument there, about 95% of the input power 

is dissipated as heat.  

You can check this pretty easily, turn off a 100W light and remove the 

bulb with your bare hand, well maybe not, A&E is oversubscribed enough as it 

is!!!!  

 These here wondrous energy efficient bulbs donôt ówasteô as much 

power; they arenôt 100% efficient they do take a bit of power to run the electron-

ics but no where near 95% So whatôs my problem? The concept of ówasteô 
power, is it wasted? True it doesnôt come out as light but where does it go? Sim-

ple answer into the atmosphere heating up the room.  

Now in a tolerably well insulated house in the UK with thermostatically 

controlled central heating, all that will happen is the thermostat will turn off the 
boiler a bit earlier. The Waste heat is compensated by an equal saving in energy 

not dissipated in the central heating. So nothing is wasted! If you have and use 

AC, the argument is perhaps poorly founded, so too if you use the bulbs in out-
side lights. Otherwise using energy efficient lights is a poorly thought out strat-

egy, and a rather expensive one too. 

In addition the energy efficient bulbs contain some rather nasty chemi-
cals, e.g. mercury. As do regular fluorescent tubes, the fluorescent powder con-

tains I think Boron which has the unpleasant side effect of preventing cuts and 

wounds from healing, so be very careful clearing up a broken fluorescent tube. 

Wrap the residue carefully in newspaper before inflicting it on your bin-man  

The same argument can be used for ALL those óswitch it offô exhorta-

tions, NONE of them waste energy. in an insulated thermostatically controlled 

home! 

*Iôm a simple bear and large numbers hurt my brain. 

Ed 
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Automotive  

is based in Lincoln and provides a UK wide  

relining service for a wide range of brake and clutch 

applications, both riveted and bonded.   

Friction Bonding & Lining Ltd.  

For All Your Friction Lining Requirementséé. 01427 - 787774  

Agricultural  

Off - Highway 

ALL MATERIALS USED ARE COMPLETELY ASBESTOS FREE.  

Special rates have been negotiated for  

Essex Land Rover Club Members.  

FROM £3 per Shoe Re - Lined 

(You supply the shoesñLR Only) 

       Contact: Ralph Coulson          

for details: - 

Materials Han-

dling 

Industrial & 

Specialist  

www.frictionbonding.co.ukwww.frictionbonding.co.uk   

2007 AGM TYRO  
 

This winning lark is addictive; beat (just) Sue Coulson at Easter now 

beat Ralph at the AGM, but to be fair he is usually photographing the competi-

tors not starring as one. Ralph and I had a small bet on, which let Sue use her 

new camera and Ralph play with Bosunôs Mate. 

I have to say this was one of the wettest events for along time, rivalling 

Candol's RTV/CCV, real gaiters and waterproof trousers wet. There were groans 
from signer-on-ers, Scrutineers and timekeepers alike trying to write on wet 

forms or sheets. 

As there were, some 24 competitors Rob made an excellent decision to 
run two groups. Nightmare for our over worked marshals, but allowed for a gen-

tle days trialling.  

Our group start at the far end of the site. First sectionôs cross axle, due to 
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the rain, was beyond those on road tyres. This was set in the traditional lower 
area, but with a loop into fresh ground for a near impossible 7 gate. Not that it 

mattered as I horlixed the 9. Now Ralph mindful of the ónot on the line you score 

a 12ô warning during driverôs briefing was readying to go to the start and had not 

seen me score, so believed my declaration of a clear. He also scores a 9 and sees 
the joke when I tell him my real score. No one does better than 7 so I am still in 

with a winning chance. 

He very successfully got his own back later, i.e. I believed him hook line 

and sinker when he told me I had scored a 7 when I actually had cleared. 

We all gathered back in the car park for lunch when the hunters of flying 

clay discs interrupted play. The drive back was entertaining when the Tresad-
ernôs disco had an agricultural excursion off the lane due to the lack of leaf 

springs.  

How I won I donôt know, usually my driving goes to pot when argu-

ments are frustrated. Thank you Rhoda for defusing the situation, we are indeed 

here to play, even if the odds are stacked against us. 

Thank you to all marshals, scrutineers, cane planters etc. without your 

sweat and sacrifice events cannot happen.  

Trevor Hannington 

PS Got whipped on Sundayôs RTV. 

THE NATIONALS 2007  

By Jan Tresadern  

 

Iôm hoping this write up will appear in print ok as I have Elvis Presley 

shouting in my ear. 

I must say I thoroughly enjoyed my Nationals this year, more than any 

other so far. We travelled up with Keith in his Lightweight, us pulling the trailer, 
him pulling his caravan. It was a smooth enough journey except for the hilly bits, 

but we can blame Keith for the rolling roadblocks. 

We arrived at Baden Hall and attempted to pitch our tent on the side of a 

hill. Keith had to bury his tow hitch in attempt to get the caravan level. We had 
no such luxury with the tent. The first morning we woke up my children had slid 

in their sleeping bags from one end of the tent to the other. I used my rucksack as 
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a bolster so I was all right, Pete seemed to be magnetically attracted to the 

ground and hardly moved at all. 

The first day of trialling was RTV, I was glad as I get more tired as the 

weekend goes on so I was still fairly fresh. 

The line up was 8am. Blimey I was nervous. All the Red tops of Essex 
gathered together for drivers briefing (safety in numbers). Heather was as nerv-

ous as I was but the guys werenôt admitting to anything. Drivers briefing was 

strange as we had a local town crier in full costume reading us the rules of the 

day. Very bazaar, but very amusing. 

We set off in our groups for the day, 23 vehicles in each group, 12 sec-

tions, it was gonna be a long day. Pete and I were double driving The Old Dog, I 
hoped she would do us proud. Trevor and Cliff were grouped with us and I was 

really glad to have them around.  

The sections were varied, some very drivable and some were top end 

RTV. In short my day went from bad to better to worse to better to ok. We didnôt 
get away until 8pm and by then all I wanted was a glass of something red and to 

see my children. I had a smashing day. The drivers from the other clubs were 

really friendly, some of them I was grouped with last year which was nice. The 
Marshalling was fair and consistent and thatôs all we can ask for really. Overall I 

think I got 6 clears on the day, the funny thing was that every time I got a clear, 

Ralph was there. I think he must be my lucky charm. Sadly I donôt think heôll fit 
in my pocket, I could tie him around my neck but I think he might get in the way 

of the steering wheel. 

Sunday was CCV day. Now this was a weird kind of day. I was asked by 

Dawn Berry to passenger her. Sheôd managed to get a whole hour of sleep the 
night before, because of sleepless children. But she was on the ball and ready to 

go in the morning. It was John I felt sorry for, (only for a second though). He had 

a day looking after tired grumpy children. AAHH. 

Off we went into battle, (in the pouring rain). We drove off the campsite 

looking forward to our wet, cold and muddy day. We were waiting in our lanes, 

pretty nervous and already damp. Just as our lead marshal got in to his vehicle 

our engine died. (NO) we shouted. We had to be pushed off the line by the motor 
behind. In an attempt to bump start us Dawn pulled the gear stick off in her hand. 

(NO) we shouted again. We phoned the husbands who arrived with tools and 

small children. They put on a different gear stick, charged the battery and even-
tually we were off again, looking for our group. We were hunting hard until the 
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engine just died again (NO), we cried. At that point we new that it was all over. 
We didnôt call the Pit crew again for a bit as they probably had only just made it 

back to camp in the rain with lots of unhappy children. So that was Sunday. 

Day and night the rains fell. Had we been camped any further down the 

hill we would have asked our pit crew to build us an Ark. 

Mondayé.Playing with the big boys. 

I was very lucky on Monday. Barry Kay asked me if Iôd like to passen-

ger him in the Comp Safari. Iôll give you one guess what my answer was. I bor-
rowed Keith lid and John Berryôs waterproofs as it was still raining. Iôll try and 

keep this brief but I cant promise anything. The first lap we got to grips with the 

course, weôd heard it was sloppy, and it was. Second lap, Barry was much 
quicker on this lap, we were flying right up to the point that we rolled it over on 

itôs side, (well Barry did). Barry looked down at me and asked if I was ok, I said 

yes and asked him the same question. Then he asked if I thought the motor was 

ok, (Heôd obviously heard what a wiz I am with engines), Yep I said , itôs fine. 
We got some spectators to roll us back onto all fours. We shouted YEE HA, and 

off we went again. I was fine until weôd finished that lap and I went and got 2 

coffees, I was shaking so much we only got half a cup each. The rest of our laps 
got quicker and quicker until the heavens opened and it rained like nothing on 

Earth. The course got shut down soon after that as part of it was un -drivable. 

Hats off to Barry and all the other comp drivers. They are awesome. Had we 
been going much faster I wouldnôt have had chance to wave at Ralph (3 times), 

Mike and Martin (twice) and my children once.  

Thank you to Barry for a great day, you sure know how to show a girl a 

good time. Iôd like to say well done to all our Essex drivers, Tyro, Team Rec, 

RTV, CCV and Comp. 

Id also like to say thank you to all the Essex members who made the ef-

fort to go out and Marshal for other events during the course of the weekend. Not 

much fun in all that rain. 

 

Roll on next yearééééééJan Tresadern 
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Long Melford Show  
 

Following on from the wet Colchester Military Festival that the club at-

tended in June by having a stand and display at, it was soon followed by the 

Farm Machinery Preservation Society Show at Long Melford Hall.  This was a 

show we had been invited to attend and is largely showing vintage machinery 
and farming implements as well as steam engines, cars motorcycles, military 

vehicles, stalls and Romany wagons.  It seemed it might be another wet weekend 

and vehicles were getting towed onto site Friday lunchtime when I arrived.  It 
turned out to be a fabulous weekend with the wind settling down by late Friday 

evening.  

We changed the format at the previous Military show from what we did 

at the Essex Young Farmers Show and did the same at this event.  We had the 
club marquee, ramps, see saw and camping all on the one stand.  This made for a 

more relaxed weekend overall with no particular timings to keep and no arena 

shows to perform.  With a much larger area and camping under the old oak trees 
at the rear of the stand it was a full and enjoyable weekend.  We set up so we 

could drive the ramps, see saw and sleeper logs, round the camping area to a 

small side slope and back again. 

Myself being part of the local Community First Responders Group they 

had attended the previously mentioned Military show under their own banner as 

it were.  This was a pretty wet day and not all of their goodies were used to raise 

funds for themselves.  I managed to get them attached to the club stand for the 
Long Melford show so they could continue to raise funds and use the last of their 

goodies.  We helped by collecting donations for rides in a Land Rover.  Terry's 

101 and Phil's series 3 with the roof off proved to be most popular, probably be-
cause the sun was shining or was it his perfected skill at balancing the see saw 

whether he went forwards or in reverse !  It got quite busy at times and was made 

more pleasing by the support of members bringing their vehicles to display and 
helping to man the stand and take part in the rides.  Over £130 was raised for the 

First responders and I shall present this amount at their next meeting. 

Special thanks would single out too many people to list, but they know 

who they are as most have supported and attended all 3 shows we did this year 
and put in a lot of time and effort.  Well done and thanks to them all.  Nigel 

Wood will be taking over organising shows for 2008 and I expect we shall be 

attending similar shows for next year.  I know they will be supported again and if 
you want to be a part of them get your name down as some shows may be over 

subscribed for next year, particularly the Essex Young Farmers County Show.  
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Many thanks to Bill for inviting us this year and we'll be back in 2008 

Kev 

Club Sec 

Long Melford Vintage Farm Machinery Show  

Just a few lines to say how much we enjoyed our first show of the 

year at Long Melford. The Show was enormous and the setting was lovely. We 

were given an area big enough to camp, setup the seesaw, set out the ramps, and 
also set an off road course complete with sideslopes which drivers were able to 

use all day. A good number took members of the public, young and old for a ride 

around the circuit, for a donation to Kevinôs 1st responders group. Well done all 

those that helped raise the money. Kevin had done a great part of the setting up, 
when we arrived on Friday evening and because of Margaretôs broken wing, 

Kevin and Kim helped me to set up the tent (Margaret was in Pointing mode, 

with her unbroken wing!) Suddenly a large BANG!  was heard coming from K & 
K ós tent! They (Kim really!) had left the pump on the airbed, and it had ex-

ploded leaving a big split down the airbed! Margaret and I slept with a bad con-

science that night ïcomfortably on our camp beds, but I still lay awake through 

the night thinking of poor Kevin and Kim sleeping on the cold, hard ground (AS 
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IF!!!)  

It would be unfair to single out any one person for praise, and it is not 

my place to do so, but I have to say how impressed we were with the efforts put 

in by three younger club members, David Wood, Jon Reynolds and Phil Wilkin-

son all worked really well putting up the marquee (with some help!) setting up 
the ramps etc. Generally mucking in to ensure the weekend was a success, which 

it was .The weather was glorious, the site and the people on it were a pleasure to 

be with. We look forward to next year (apparently we were invited back before 
the weekend was over!) our thanks to all involved, Mega Margaret and I enjoyed 

it very much 

 

 B.F.G 

First Aid Training Day  
 

It is possible that I can arrange another first aid training day with the Red 

Cross, maybe at Chelmsford this time.  If you are interested please let me know 

so I can get a clue about numbers and then make arrangements.  The course will 

be early winter with price date and venue to be confirmed once numbers are 
known.  Please let me know directly by email or phone if you might be inter-

ested. 

The first aid training we have arranged in the past has been good fun and 
I am keen to get as many of you trained as possible, especially those listed as 

Rover Rescue volunteers. 

 

Brian Stacey 


