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A message from your editor  

Editorial?  

I was going to mention the nationals and the AGM, but then I heard 

the news of Stephanie Coulsonôs untimely passing. On behalf of the 

club let me proffer my sincere condolences to Ralph and Sue. Mere 

words donôt convey enough. Following is the eulogy from Ralph. 

Iôm just numbed. 

RIP Stephanie  
ExploitEd  

Photographs in this edition are copyright, mostly © Bosuncam 2008 
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It is with great sadness that we would like to let all of our ELRC friends know of 

the passing of our daughter, Stephanie, on Friday 18th July 2008. 

Most of you will have seen Stephanie at many of the ELRC events over the 

years. She loved the Green Laning Holidays and was an excellent navigator. She 

loved the monthly trips too, although had not attended many this year as her 

health was failing. 

She attended the AGM and helped Tim and Sue put the clips in the Anniversary 

Torches and really enjoyed the evening chats around the camp fire. Long Mel-

ford was another such occasion and although she didn't get about much that 

weekend, she sat by the fire chatting with all of our friends. 

Stephanie was studying Art at Writtle College, near Chelmsford, and had just 

completed her Foundation Course and passed with Distinction. She also received 

a Special Award for Outstanding Creativity and was expecting to start her De-

gree in Digital Design after the summer holidays. We are very proud of her 

achievements. 

Art was a major part of her life and she designed some of the stickers for the 

Laning Holidays and many Land Rover related doodles are around our home. I 

have attached a copy of 

one here. 

Stephanie will be buried 

at Chelmsford on 

Wednesday 30th July. 

There will be a cere-

mony at the large Chapel 

at Chelmsford Cremato-

rium at 12:30 and all of 

our ELRC friends are 

welcome to attend if 

they are able to be there. 

After the service those 

attending are welcome at 

The Hare, Roxwell. 

Please let us know if you 

intend to come along.  

We will be celebrating 

Stephanie's life and 

achievements and would 

ask that no black ties are worn as Stephanie had a bright outlook on life and 
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Competition Secretary Notes  

We have recently taken over as Competition secretaries: our names are Richard 

and Penny Garwood. If you need to contact us, please use the numbers in the 

Proposed Table of Events  

DATE EVENT VENUE CoC Sign On  TRAILER  

July 18 th  

July 19 th  

July 20 th   

Camping 

TYRO 

RTV/CCV 

Lamarsh  

Kevin/Nic  

 

Kevin 

Rich/Penny 

  

Kevin 

August 15 th  

August 16 th  

August 17 th   

Camping 

TYRO 

RTV 

Mentley   

 

Phil/Jan  

 

Rich/Penny 

 

Septemb er  12th   

September  13th  

September  14th   

Camping 

TYRO 

RTV 

Braughing  

 

 

  

October 10 th  

October 11 th   

October 12th  

Camping 

TYRO 

RTV/CCV 

TBC    

November  8 th  

November  9th  

TYRO 

RTV/CCV 

TBC    

December  6 th  

Day Into Night  

TYRO 

RTV 

CCV 

TBC    

December  28 th  Shakedown- 

This will be 

PRE- BOOKED 

ONLY 

TBC    

January 10 th  

January 11th   

TYRO 

RTV/CCV 

TBC    

February 1st  CCV Interclub  TBC Rich/ Penny   
 

would not have wanted all black. 

As most of you are aware, Stephanie suffered from Cystic Fibrosis and as such 

the funeral directors will collect donations for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, should 

you wish to contribute. The Family will be providing flowers to ensure that 

Stephanie has a bright and colourful journey. 

Ralph, Sue and Richard would also like to thank you all for your kind words and 

thoughts. We are really lucky to be part of such a friendly family oriented club. 

We have so many good friends here. Stephanie has not only left a huge hole in 

our lives but has touched so many others. 
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back of Exploits. We are going to try some new ideas during the year and we 

hope they encourage people to help with various jobs that need doing in order to 

set up a weekend of events. 

These points were recently discussed at a committee meeting and we hope will 

be finalised soon: 

Please will ALL  RTV competitors note that if your vehicle has been modified in 

any way then you will not be eligible for overall victory in the RTV at the Na-

tionals. You will be able to compete for class wins but you have to be in a stan-

dard vehicle to qualify for the overall prize. 

Will all drivers, particularly CCV drivers, ensure they have some way of secur-

ing their doors when trialling, in case of a roll similar to the one at Baddow. 

Door retaining clips can be fitted or use of other restraints will be accepted as 

long as they are safe. 

ALL  competitors must ensure they have an up to date membership card. Failure 

to produce this will mean that you will be unable to trial. Please make sure that 

you are prepared for your days trialling as it causes tension and unpleasantness if 

you are turned away. 

Can you also note this important rule: 

If you pay to enter an event and then fail scrutineering because your vehicle is 

not properly prepared then you do not get your money back. This is laid down in 

the rules and the onus is on you as a competitor to ensure your vehicle is up to 

standard. Scrutineers are only following the rules laid down in the green/blue 

books- they donôt make them! So please donôt put them in awkward situations 

where they have to turn you away. Thank you. 

If there is anyone who is interested in Marshall Training, please could you let us 

know so that we can get something arranged. Lots of people ask about what they 

have to do and we havenôt had a training session for some time and we would 

like to get more people involved. 

On the subject of getting people involved- your competitions need you!! We are 

publishing a list if events elsewhere in Exploits and would like volunteers to set 

up, sign on and tow the trailer to various sites. If we donôt get volunteers we will 

phone up and hassle you because it makes the job of comp. sec. so much more 

difficult if we are worrying about clerks of the course etc. 

To help and encourage the membership to be more pro-active we are proposing a 

reward system to enable you to earn points towards clothing or free trials at the 

end of the year. This will be presented at the AGM in 2009. You will be able to 

earn points for setting out, clerking, running a green lane group, towing the 
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 trailer, marshalling or assisting setting out. Tables of those qualifying will be 

published in Exploits. Final arrangements for this will take place at the next 

committee meeting, but we are keeping a record of those already qualifying so 

far. 

If you do run a green lane group in the near future can you make sure you con-

tact us to let us know (rather than Ralph) so we can add you to the list. 

We are going to try to improve on the good work of the last few years and make 

the events run even more smoothly, but with more people helping in this. We are 

all only looking for some fun and relaxation and if a lot of members become in-

volved rather than just a few this will make things much easier. We hope you 

agree with our ideas, and if you have any of your own, talk to us! We donôt bite 

(well Richard doesnôt)!  

Hereôs to a happy years trialling. 

Richard and Penny Garwood 
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Chairwords  

The AGM has been & gone. Iôd like to thank retiring committee members for all 

their hard work, and welcome the new. Richard & Penny are re-joining the com-

mittee as joint competition secretaries, and Phil Wilkinson has joined the scruti-

neering team. Also, as a change, Pete Tresadern has taken over as caravan mar-

shal.  

The show season has been and gone, and despite a bit of wet weather, seem to 

have been a great success. Thanks to all those that got involved, helped set up, 

displayed their vehicles and particularly clearing up afterwards. 

The Nationals were mentioned in the last issue of Exploits. All being well there 

will a breakdown of the results elsewhere in Exploits. The event was not all that 

was expected of the 60th Anniversary National. I have had a number of commu-

nications from disgruntled members ï mainly due to poor communications, a 

lack of trade stands & food services. The biggest issue, however, was the cancel-

ling of events. To suggest that off roading events were cancelled due to a bit of 

rain giving rise to ósafety issuesô is (in my opinion) inexcusable. To make mat-

ters worse, events were cancelled on the day after some of our members had 

made the trek all the way there that morning.  

Some of the points raised in the correspondence give rise to issues that I will take 

forward to the ALRC group organising next years National, and have also been 

discussed at our committee with regard to our local events and the Easter inter-

club.  

The Nationals 2009 were discussed at the AGM; they are to be óhostedô by the 

ALRC with individual clubs staging one of the evens. We have volunteered to 

set the Tyro and the Winch challenge. We have volunteers who are willing to 

make sure these events run, whatever the conditions are on the day. We will be 

asking for volunteers to help marshal on the day ï offers will be most welcome.  

We have made this offer, in part, because we do not have the club resources or 

site to host a National ourselves, so this seems a great way to put back into the 

Association. 

Some of us scored quite highly at the national in the CCV this year (no names to 

protect the guilty!) and Trevor decided we needed to practice more. At the Little 

Baddow CCV he set just four sections ï each to be driven 3 times, consecutively. 

In this way drivers could drive the full course, and then have another go to see 

where they went wrong. And again. All too often we drive a section, make a mis-

take or fail a gate but donôt get to know why ï this plan helps address that. It has 

a spin off benefit in that with less driving between sections we could drive more 

Cont P 10 
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 Membership Sec Corner  

July 2008  

Its with a heavy heart that I offer my condolences to Sue, Ralph and Richard for 

their sad lost. 

Stephanie will always be one of the Essex Land Rover Club family. 

The membership stands at: - 

Driving members i.e. primary, secondary, additional and juniors (>13)  399 

Non-driving members  i.e. children (<13) 74 

Appeal for help 

Can anybody with Microsoft Access experience please help me with the 

membership database?  

The intention is to up-date the database structure with a view to paying by paypal 

and joining online. 

New and returning 

Trevor 

John Amos Cathy Power Bicknacre

Andy Cottee Tracy Cottee Hornchurch

Colin Digby Tiptree

Paul Fossett Kelly Fossett Braintree

Andrew Garrett Gt.Totham

Chris Goddard Jenny Makin Thaxted

Stephen Gooch Anne Wittman Felsted

David Gulley Susan Gulley Chelmsford

Sam Hunter Gravesend

Keith Hunter Higham

Barry Kay Kelvedon

Chris Lynas Suzanne Lynas South Woodham Ferrers

Karl Reilly Sarah Reilly Rawreth

Dominic Sharpe Stansted

David Thompson Tracy Thompson Woodham Mortimer

Richard Wheeler Natasha Wheeler Chelmsford

Edward Willcox Forest Gate
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Reillyõs Irrelevant Ramblings 
In the last issue of Exploits I was having a rant about the phrase ógas-guzzlingô (I 

still detest it) and mentioned that Porsche were taking the London Mayor to court 

over the increased congestion charge for larger engined vehicles. It hit the press 

recently that they have won their case, and so the Mayor wonôt be setting a Ã25/

day congestion charge for some cars. 

The story doesnôt end there though, as TfL has introduced the óLEZô. The less 

smutty interpretation of this (yes, the pun was fully intended) is that it is the Low 

Emission Zone, where commercial vehicles have to have engines that are 

compliant with specific emission levels. The scheme, on the face of it, is great 

for reducing pollution from large knackered and ill maintained commercial 

vehicles that used to belch out clouds of muck. However, the scope of vehicles 

covered by the new rules is increasing, and now can include 110s and the like.  

One of the Land Rover mags reported that a Land Rover retro fitted with a 

different engine would not be eligible to drive in the zone as it wasnôt a 

recognised engine, even though the replacement engine was less polluting than 

the standard fitment.  

I was getting right hot under the collar the other day. I had the pleasure of 

spending considerable time on our motorways up and down the country. The 

cause of my raised temperature? Middle lane, one man traffic, jam creators. 

Steadfastly ignoring anything around them, pottering along in the middle lane at 

less than 50mph. The impact they have is huge ï they can cause miles of 

tailback! Why canôt they use the inside lane? 

sections on the day. In fact, 15 sections were driven by 14:30. Iôm glad to report 

that there was quite a marked improvement in the driving through the day!  

Should we do more of this? Let the committee know your views. 

Dave Bygrave came to the 25th Anniversary AGM to see the club enter the next 

quarter century. Due to changes in his personal circumstances he has donated a 

stack of maps to the club for general use; Ralph is looking after these and Iôm 

sure they will be available to club members. I am looking after several boxes of 

Land Rover manuals of varying vintage that Dave has donated ï these will also 

be available to borrow to club members. I am having an extension built at pre-

sent, once finished and I have somewhere to unpack them, I will sort them out 

and put a list in Exploits and on the website as a virtual library. 

Karl Reilly 
Stop Press!: since writing the above article we have heard that the ALRC do not 

want to host a winch event at the 2009 National because there isnôt enough inter-

est. We donôt think this is the right decision ï watch this space. 

From P 7 
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As I crawled my way through yet another traffic snarl up I set about thinking of 

mods I would like to do to my car. Top of the list of (often very bizarre) thoughts 

was a big battering ram that, as I eventually got level with Mr Middle-Laner, 

would knock him fairly and squarely sideways into the inside lane. Just think 

how satisfying that would be!? One little press of a James Bond style red button 

on the console andé kerpow! Traffic block cleared. 

Thoughts turned the rash of matrix boards that we seem to be breeding on 

principal routes now. They are nearly always on, distractingly informing us of 

something entirely inconsequential. The worst of these are the ones which, for 

miles and miles, further than the eye can see, and certainly further than my 

stopping distance, advise of Q-ahead (they canôt even write in proper English!) 

and then set reduced speed limits. Miles ahead on the road, for no explicable 

reason another matrix board simply says óEndô. Of what? There was nothing 

there to end! I want a button the clears the matrix board and sends electric shocks 

up the fingers of the operator who sets up and fails to monitor the need or 

applicability of such signs! 

As I drive past a sign, in brilliant, mid morning sunshine, proclaiming óFOGô 

with flashing lights and all the rest of it, I wonder whether itôs just me, or 

whether breathing in all these exhaust fumes is making me hallucinate.  

As I sat in what I thought was heavy traffic congestion it made me think back to 

a conference I attended no so long ago. At city hall, there was a debate about 

traffic problems in London and what could, should or probably would be done 

about it (very little, everything, probably nothing, respectively). A startling point 

came up in the debate, well startling to me anyway, in that congestion doesnôt 

mean lots of slow moving traffic. Apparently our traffic Gurus design it that way 

óto manage flow and road demandô. Congestion appeared to be something about 

the road not managing traffic as designed. Either I dozed off (highly likely, 

unless my boss is reading this, that is) or the debate never actually got to the 

definition of congestion.  

Knowing this really didnôt help my sanity when stuck in the traffic jam, which I 

now knew wasnôt congestion, behind Mr Middle-Laner, sniffing fumes. I wasnôt 

comforted, either, in the knowledge that a great many politicians think that high 

fuel prices are a good thing, and that any punitive costs to the motorist should be 

celebrated. óThe motorist should be forced out of their car an into public 

transportô was the mantra of that debate I was at, but unfortunately the missing 

link, to my mind, was that they didnôt say how public transport would be made 

any better.  

I think I need to get out more. 

Karl Reilly 
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Blackwater Country Show  

This was a new show for us just outside Maldon. We had visited the site a couple 

of times earlier in the year and went down on the previous Thursday to sort out a 

pile of dirt which the organiser had agreed to provide for us. One trailer load of 

dirt doesnôt make for a very big pile but Phil still managed to get stuck on the 

top. A few of us set up on Saturday and to make life easy the organisers had pro-

vided all the fencing. Like Young Farmers we had our own display area which 

was well placed near the car park and entrance gate. We had 11 members vehi-

cles on the stand plus a 110 from Endeavour clothing who squatted in our mar-

quee as their gazebo had blown away. Mike Rosewell set up a hand winching 

display along with our usual see-saw and ramps. Kev preferring the electric vari-

ety set up his winch and a vehicle up on the mud pile only to find when he 

pressed the button that the electric (or rather the winch battery) was missing. A 

quick re-wiring job was hastily undertaken and all was well. The organisers 

seemed pretty happy with what we had done. Despite it being a very windy day 

and everyone going home a bit wind burnt we all had a good time.   

Long Melford Show  

A return visit to Long Melford Hall for the Vintage Farm Machinery Show, a 

couple of us went up Friday afternoon to set out our area and get the marquee up. 

We were in the same place as the previous year which allowed us to re-use the 

small hill behind us as part of the display. Some members who were camping 

started to arrive early evening. Saturday morning saw some heavy showers first 

thing but not a bad day in the end. A steady flow of spectators came and looked 

at the stand but due to the location at the corner of the show site it didnôt appear 

that we attracted as many people as we should have done. I understand a good 

evening was had by all around the camp fire. 

Sunday again saw a few showers but a steady flow of punters came and had a 

look, Nik, Steve and Dave set up an ever changing trial section which kept some 

of us on our toes. Richard did his best to use up all of the fuel in Ralphôs Disco. 

Thanks as always to everyone who came along and helped, transport kit, set up, 

man the stand, drive in the displaying area or just provided their vehicle for the 

shows. Keep an eye on Exploits and the forum for details of next years shows. 

Nigel Wood 

The Showman 



-14- 

ESSEX EXPLOITS   

 

  

Scrubbs Wood Tyro 28/ 6/08

Name Total Class

Alex Howard 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 3 7 S/C

Richard Wheeler 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 3 7 S/C

Dave Rossam 1 0 0 0 0 1 S/C

Liam Cooke 0 0 0 1 0 1 S/C

Andy Garret 2 0 1 1 0 4 S/C

Martin Herbert 4 0 0 0 1 5 S/C

Trevor Hannington 0 0 0 0 6 6 S/C

Micheal Turner 0 0 0 7 0 7 S/C

Geoff Hannington 1 0 0 7 0 8 S/C

Allan Turner 0 0 0 10 0 10 S/C

Richard Coulson 1 0 0 0 0 1 S/L

Ellie Tresden 1 0 0 0 1 2 S/L

Susan Stock 1 7 0 1 0 9 S/L

Dave Record 0 0 0 0 0 6 6 LWB

John Musham 0 0 0 0 1 1 LWB

Linda Baird 4 0 0 0 1 5 LWB

Dave Bruce 4 1 0 0 1 6 LWB

Section

Scrubs Wood CCV  29/6/2008

Name

Keith Steward 10 9 8 10 10 10

Mark Ford 9 8 8 11 6 2 4 7 5 11 10

Kevin Peake 8 6 4 6 5 1 2 0 1 0 10

Cliff Pountney 10 9 9 11 7 4 5 4 9 7 11

Chris Bryant 8 8 8 9 6 5

Section

Retired

Retired

Results 

The Reliable Old Dog  

ELRCôs 25th year AGM weekend and yet again fossil was feeling under the 

weather. We had broken a leaf spring at the Nationals and finding replacements 

for the right money was harder then I had thought. The weekend was to be a lot 

more different than any before as joining the committee Saturday night meant 
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Scrubs Wood RTV

Name Total Class Place

Phil Wilkinson 0 5 3 0 5 0 13 SWL 1st OA

Sue Coulson 1 8 2 0 5 0 16 SWL 1st 

Martin Hinch 0 10 0 0 7 0 17 SWL 2nd

Tim Wyman 0 1 1 0 9 6 17 SWL 3rd

Mark Pycraft 1 10 2 0 5 0 18 SWL 4

James Wilkins 0 0 2 1 9 8 20 SWL 5

Mark Neale 1 8 1 7 5 0 22 SWL 6

Keith Wilkins 6 2 2 2 5 5 22 SWL 7

Richard Mahoney 0 10 2 7 5 0 24 SWL 8

Keith Waddilove 0 6 4 0 9 5 24 SWL 9

Jan Tresadern 0 8 7 0 10 0 25 SWL 10

Heather Pycraft 2 10 9 0 5 0 26 SWL 11

Derek Herbert 10 9 9 0 5 0 33 SWL 12

Liam Cooke 0 0 4 1 9 6 20 SWC 1st

William Day 3 10 1 7 5 0 26 SWC 2nd

Barry Kay 2 2 7 1 9 5 26 SWC 3

Mark Debenham 10 1 6 0 10 7 34 SWC 4

Geoff Hannington 0 10 7 7 11 0 35 SWC 5

Section

29/06/2008

that an early start for scrutineering would be needed. Having settled into this I 

realised that I had not signed on to RTV; Jan and Pete had kindly yet again put 

up the old dog for not just a double, but triple drive, round Little Baddowôs 

lovely woods. Jan kindly sorted out the forms for me and we just had to be split 

into our groups. With that done we were off to start the dayôs trial. 

First section and nerves at the start line but a nice flowing section at the entrance 

to the woods. With a clear to start the day this felt like the good old days with the 

Old Dog! The next section was a tricky turn at the ten gate cutting through the 

very uneven undergrowth with hidden logs and roots to a side slope at the eight 

gate which appeared undriveable. This lead to much discussion about altering the 

course. Many got caught out at the ten gate but some made it passed the eight to 

score at a very tight five gate. This shows that quite often these sections can be 

driven and that maybe sections shouldnôt just be altered because they appear im-

possible as they have been set and driven before. We had two more sections be-

fore lunch; one with a difficult turn out the mud and five gate, and the other that 

posed to be a scrabble up a side slope but turned out to be a nice easy drive, al-

though the start line could have caught a few out with the hidden roots just in 

front of the twelve canes. Feeling quite pleased heading back for lunch on ten 

points we passed James Wilkins in his first RTV who told us he and Tim Wyman 
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Lamarsh RTV  20/7/08

Name Total Place

Phil Reynolds 7 0 1 9 1 2 0 5 25 1st

Steve Piper 7 7 4 9 0 5 9 1 42 2nd

Tony Fletcher 10 8 8 10 8 10 4 6 64 3rd

Phil Wilinson 6 6 0 R R R R R RET

Jan Tresadern 5 9 R R R R R R RET

Section

Lamarsh CCV 20/7/08

Name Total Place

Kevin Peake 3 2 3 0 0 0 1 0 9 18 1st

Richard Wright 11 8 5 0 0 3 0 1 9 37 2nd 

Richard Garwood 10 9 5 0 0 8 6 1 2 41 3rd

Penny Garwood 10 9 4 5 0 2 6 1 10 47 4th

Clinton Marsdon 11 9 4 6 8 8 0 0 8 54 5th

Paul Warner 10 9 6 0 6 8 4 6 10 59 6th

Section

Lamarsh Tyro 19/7/08

Name Total Class Place

Richard Coulson 1 0 2 0 0 0 3 SWB 1st 

Alex Howard 0 1 1 6 0 0 8 SWB 2nd

Elle Tresadern 6 1 2 6 0 0 15 SWB 3rd

Mike Turner 5 1 6 6 0 0 18 SWB 4th

Allen Turner 6 1 6 6 0 0 19 SWB 5th

Mike Neal 1 1 11 6 0 5 24 SWB 6th

Kym Stroud 0 0 6 10 0 0 16 LWB 1st 

Dave Record 0 1 6 5 7 0 19 LWB 2nd

Dave Bruce 8 1 6 7 0 0 22 LWB 3rd

Maria Galagher 0 1 R R R R RET LWB 4th

Section

were on two, so didnôt feel so pleased then!  

Lunch over we headed back out of the scorching sun into the nice cool woods 

and down to the muddy sections. There was a looping start to the section across 

what was the river, but now a very deep mud hole. This was where Derek, also 

driving the Old Dog managed to bend in both bumper corners in one go! Many 

scored a clear here, even Derek! What a smile he had! (I think we may have him 

Cont P 20 
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