
-1- 

Dec 2007/January 2008   

 

 

Says it all really!  
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 A message from your editor  

 
Wishing you all seasonal felicitations*, there thatôs PC enough. Hope you enjoy 

this edition. Iôm finally getting to grips with it, although Iôve a ways to go yet, 

havenôt attempted the holliferic borders. Thanks to those who contributed, 
especially Sue, who provided a really excellent article. Thatôs not to say the other 

contributions were not good nor welcome but Sue really has drawn a line in the 

sand by which others will no doubt be measured. 

 
Not such a thick edition this time partly because Membership Secretaries column 

has morphed into a demand/request for subscriptions which is/should be 

included. 
 

* Bah Humbug! (it is Thanksgiving while Iôm writing this) 

 

Photographs in this edition are copyright, mostly © Bosuncam 2007 

Trevor in his now customary position 
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Forthcoming Events  

Here are the events for the  rest of 2007and 2008 please note the 2008 venues are 
provisional at this time. Unless otherwise noted all trials on a Sunday will have 

signing on from 8.30 until 9.45 with the trial starting at 10.00, Tyro trials on Sat-

urdays will have signing on from 10.30 until 11.45 with a 12.00 start. Please ar-
rive in good time for scrutineering and signing on. Trials are all £20. Pre-booked 

by the preceding Thursday they will be £15 unless otherwise noted. 

2007  

December 8 ï Day into night trials at Venue Mid Essex. Tyro, RTV & CCV all 

running concurrently, but separately. Signing on is from 10.30  - 11.45 with the 

trial starting at 12.00, and probably finishing around 19.00 (ish).  

December 15 ï Christmas Dinner 

December 18 ï Pub meet 

December 27 ï Christmas Pud Shakedown ï Venue Shalford. Open from 10am ï 
4pm. Marshalls Needed ï Please note only Tyro/RTV legal vehicles are now 

allowed at this event. 

2008  

January 12-13 ï Trials weekend. Sudbury. ï Tyro Saturday and RTV / CCV 

Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

January  15 ï Pub meet 

January 27 ï Green Laning 

February 3 ï Essex Interclub CCV ï Mid Essex 

February 9-10 ï Trials weekend. Ingrave. ï Tyro Saturday and RTV Sunday. 
Volunteers to set out needed. 

February 19 ï Pub meet 

February 24 ï Green Laning 

March 1 ï Pre Easter Work Party at Little Hallingbury 

March 9 ï Green Laning 

March  18 ï Pub Meet 

March 21-24  ï Essex Easter Interclub Meeting. 

March 30 ï Easter Debrief 
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 all bookings for trials, unless otherwise noted, to Rob on Friday before Saturday 
& Sunday trials or Thursday before camping weekend events by e-mail to 

rob@visualr.co.uk, or phone me on 07922 153836 - if I donôt answer just leave 

your name and details, Iôll only call you back if you specifically request me to. 

You can also book in via the ELRC internet discussion forum. If you e-mail or 
leave a message can you let me know what you are intending to drive. Trial entry 

forms in Word format are available on the website to download a fill out before 

you come to an event.  

All Camping Bookings to Derek Herbert up to Tuesday before the event on 

07749 849856. 

Green Lane bookings to Ralph Coulson. Exact locations of the starting point will 
be advised just before the event. Contact details: 01245 283459 or 07968 

796804, or by e-mail at Ralph.Coulson@btinternet.com  

Show event bookings to Nigel Wood ï contact details at the back of Exploits. 

Other clubs events (contact Rob for more details) that weôve been invited to: 

None at this time 

Other dates will be added as they become available. 

CCV Interclub Mid Essex 3 rd  February 2008  

I have been keen for sometime to see a CCV trial at Mid Essex, feeling 

we have a truly good site but setting up on the same day as the RTV, we 

both have to compromise our ground. So I have badgered our committee 

and they have agreed to let me organise a CCV trial. To make it more 

worthwhile we are going to invite CCV drivers from neighbouring clubs 

to come and play with us!  

So now my neck is on the line, can we get a good trial? I hope to set 10 

sections (hopefully time permitting) using the ground in differing ways 

from previously driven sections. 
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I have already had some offers of help on the day, so if any one would 

like a day out in the fresh air in good company (I hope) and the chance to 

use a high viz then I would be delighted to hear from you. 

My aim for the day is for 

us to get together and have 

a good day trialling and bit 

of a social mixing with our 

friends from other clubs 

and you never know we 

may get invited back to 

other events.  If we get 

enough interest then we 

may be in a position to in-

vite Truly Scrumptious to 

attend. If any one has any 

queries please donôt hesitate to give me a call. 

Richard 
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Christmas Meal  

Christmas is coming fast! The chocolates are in a store near you! So now is the 

time to book your place at the Christmas meal. 

Where is it ? The Hare, Roxwell 

When is it? Saturday 15th December 2007 

What time? 7.00 for 7.30 

What will it cost? £23.50 per head 

What shall I bring? A wrapped gift for the raffle  

This should cost no more than £5 and can be entertaining or just Landy, but 

please mark it óover 18ô if it has an adult content. 

How do I book? Contact Sue either by e-mail or phone and I will send you a 

menu. 

suecoulson@btopenworld.com 01245 283459 

Competition Secretary's Column  

Well it is that festive time of year again and since I last wrote my column it has 

been a rather hectic time for me outside of the club. We have had 2 trials at Sud-
bury and Ingrave which have gone well and I have been pleased by the standard 

of the setting out for Tyro and RTV as we have tried to take these trials back to 

how they should be according to the Green book and avoid so much damage. 

Sudbury was a good weekend and livened up on the Sunday by the accidental 
double booking by Suffolk 4WD club and the view of a few of their undersides. 

Ingrave was a new site for us and I was unable to make the trials so my thanks 

go to those who covered for me and made it all run like clockwork. My only re-
gret for Ingrave is that it was CCV exclusive and for next year I am limiting the 

number of the sites we will use where there is no CCV possibilities. 

We have had the Easter planning meeting and it was a good turnout and various 
people have agreed to coordinate parts of the event. We will, following this, be 

co-promoting with Breckland who will assume responsibility for running the 

mailto:suecoulson@btopenworld.com
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 CCV among other things. We have set a date of 1st March 2008 for a working 
day on site to prepare it for the event so if you wish to help please let me know 

nearer the time. If you have anything you want to contribute to Easter let me 

know and I can put you in touch with the right person for whatever it is. As usual 

raffle prizes are wanted. 

Our next event is the Day into Night at Mid Essex on 8th December. This for 

those who have never tried it is a fantastic event where a set of sections are 

driven in the daylight and redriven once it gets dark. The only extra rule for this 
is that all vehicles are limited to 4 lights mounted below Bulkhead level so 1 ex-

tra set for RTV/TYRO and 2 sets for CCV (unless you already have some). 

The next "competitive" event after this is the Shakedown at Shalford which is 
not in any way competitive and due to rules changes in the issue of the Permit 

will be for ROAD LEGAL vehicles only. 

As you will see in the events calendar we are reinstating the Essex interclub 

CCV next year and this will be in February with Mid-Essex the planned venue. 

Thanks go to Richard Garwood who has agreed to CoC this already. 

Unfortunately I have to finish this column with some bad news and announce 2 

resignations that will take place at next years AGM. The first is Richard Wright 
one of our club scrutineers, due to pressure of work he will not be standing again 

and is looking for someone to take over the role from him. He will offer full 

training to anyone interested. If you want to know more contact Richard for de-

tails. 

The Other resignation is a bit closer to home as I will not be standing for re-

election at the AGM, my work has changed recently and I am travelling most 

weeks. This is making it very difficult for me to fulfill my role as comp. Sec. 
properly and making my time at home with the family more precious. I will carry 

on as best I can in the meantime but we need to find somebody who can takeover 

in time for next July and again I will show them the ropes. This has not been an 
easy decision as I enjoy all aspects of the role and wish I could do it justice but 

with my current workload I have to put my family first in my free time. If you 

want to know what is involved contact me and I can talk you through it. 

Well that is enough for one column so I hope to See you all during December at 
an event or the Xmas Meal. If I donôt see you have a happy Christmas and a 

great new year. 

Rob 
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Rights of Way Officer Report  

Most of the closed lanes in Uttlesford (22 closed for 6 months in April) are now 

open again and have been "surfaced" with road planings. They are now very 
bland and have been described as "sanitised". The surface has not been sealed so 

within a couple of years they should start to look green again. The advantage is 

that much of the drainage work required has now been completed. The only dan-

ger now is that with the much easier access there is likely to be an increase in fly

-tipping and I expect to start seeing burnt out cars soon.  

A Lane Clearance working Party was held in October. 31 people from ELRC, 

Ashingdon Parish Council, local Horse Riders and helpers turned out on what 
was a great day weather wise (makes a change!). We cleared 3 byways and were 

really helped by Trevor Cox, (ELRC Member), and his mini-digger. ELRC out-

numbered all of the other groups put together and have shown how good we can 
be with community projects such as this. We have had verbal thanks form the 

Parish Council and local Horse Riders and written thanks from Rochford District 

Highways and RoW who organised the day. Well done to all involved.  

Numbers have fallen for laning trips since restricting them to new or novice 
members. It has been decided to open these up to all members once again on first 

come first served basis. 

 Ralph  

Update from the Showman  

After not moving quick enough on a couple of occasions I inherited the highly 

prized post of "Shows and Displays" organiser. I am hoping to carry on the great 

work done by my predecessors Messrs Kay and Hutchings.  

Giving the general public an insight into what we get up to is an important aspect 

of the clubs activities. With so much bad publicity around 4x4's and their drivers, 

shows are a great opportunity to show off that we are a responsible club and do a 

lot of things which the public may not realise.  

I would like to build on what did at the 3 shows last year and focus on some of 

the great things we do, especially, Green lane use and clearance, Rover Rescue, 
4x4 support for other events and the driving skills required to drive a Land Rover 

safely in the different competitions.  
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 "Country"  shows are of course full of "country"  people, some of who own 
some of the "country"  and may have a piece of the "country"  we could use as 

a trial site. Itôs win win for us, a chance to enlighten the public of all things Land 

Rover and maybe gain a new site.  

So to next year, below are dates of the 3 shows we hope to attend. Due to the 
success of having a small display area on our stand at a couple of shows last year 

we are trying to do the same for all 3 next year. I hope to get a good variety of 

models and variants to each show so I'll be passing amongst you over the next 
few months. If anyone knows of any specials / working vehicles I can tap up 

please let me know, things like the fire engines and S1 with milk churns etc. we 

have had in the past are good crowd pullers. 

Essex Young Farmers Show 18th May,  

Blackwater Country Show 22nd June.  

Long Melford Vintage Farm Machinery Show for 5th-6th July. 

The only downside is they all fall in a short period of time but I am sure I can 
rely on your support  Nigel Wood 

 

Fire Extinguisher Servicing  

We have arranged for  Steve from Eastern Fire Extinguishers to be at the Day 

into Night Trial at Mid Essex. He will be servicing fire extinguish-

ers for a very moderate cash price of £2.50. 

The plan is that he will be there during the tea time break. 

It is a good idea to get your extinguishers serviced regularly ï you 

never know when you will need it! The AFFF ones that most of us 
have are the foam type and in order to work correctly the nozzle 

must spin freely, sometimes they get bunged up with grot from just 

sitting in the cab. 

He is also happy to service your extinguishers from home ï so 

round them up and bring them along. I think itôs worth Ã2.50 to 

know it will work when you want it!  

Sue Coulson 




