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The Air Ambulance is our 

charity of choice  
Maybe we shouldõve just sent them the cheque, they really 

didnõt need come pick it up. 
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A message from your editor  

Easter is done and dusted, the weather was kinder than last year. It was a little 

more eventful than previous years even without the Comp. Lamarsh it seems has 

more to offer than at first sight. A hill in planar Essex? We all had a good time in 

spite of a couple of injuries. As Mark said at the RTV driverôs briefing the good 

natured stick we gave Barry really wasnôt bad enough to justify throwing himself 

off the cliff! 

Somebody says elsewhere and I have no compunction repeating it: Motorsport is 

dangerous but we take care to minimise the risks and ensure we are able to 

respond in a professional manner should anything go wrong. I think we managed 

to cope very well without turning a drama into a crisis. No body panicked and 

nobody was the worse for the treatment they received. It was a treat for me, after 

my experience of the last Nationals, just how well we*/everybody performed! 

*We? What did I do? Stood in a hi viz as a corner marker for the Helipad and got 

my hat blown off when it took off. 

The Nationals are next weekend, and this should be at the printers while I/We 

play at Manby, hmm thatôs actually last weekend by the time this thuds on the 

doormat. The AGM is next up, come along, your opportunity to elect your 

committee. Thereôs a couple of notable vacancies so maybe come and offer your 

services. 

ExploitEd  

Photographs in this edition are copyright, mostly © Bosuncam 2008,2009 
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Forthcoming Events  

Here are the events for the rest of the 2008/2009 season, until the AGM. Unless 

otherwise stated all trials on a Sunday will have signing on from 8.30 until 

9.45am, with the trial starting at 10.00am. TYRO trials on Saturdays will have 

signing on from 10.30 until 11.45am, with a 12.00 start. Please arrive in good 

time for scrutineering and signing on. Unless we have had a call specifying you 

will be late, for a valid reason, signing on and scrutineering will close at the 

allotted times and YOU WILL NOT  be able to trial. Please try to make 

everyoneôs job a little easier on the day. All trials are Ã15.00 pre-booked or 

£20.00 on the day. Be aware that if it is a designated camping weekend, you will 

need to book in by THURSDAY 6pm. 

 June 14
th ï Green laning. 

 June 16th ï Pub meet. 

 June 26th/27th/28th ï Camping, Trials and AGM , Scrubbs Wood, 

Tofts Chase, Little Baddow. 

Tyro trial starting at 10:00 with Gymkhana to follow immediately afterwards. 

Entries will be accepted on the day - you are able to enter the Tyro, the Gymkhana 

or both. It is expected that theGymkhana will commence about 14:30, but early 

arrival is recommended, 

The AGM will start at 17:30, followed by the annual awards presentation. (Agenda 

published in Exploits). Afterwards there will be a bar-be-que (you bring the food, we 

give you something to cook it on). 

Sunday RTV & CCV, usual arrangements, The Trials will start at 10:00. 

 July 4th/ 5th ï Long Melford show. Nigel Wood for details. 

 July 11th ï Cycle for Stephanie. Sponsored cycle ride at Bradwell 

Airfield in aid of Cystic Fibrosis. Details and forms from Megan 

Garwood. Volunteers to cycle and marshal needed. Please phone Meg 

for further details on 01621 778307. See more information below. 

 July 12
th ï Green laning. 

 July 15th ï Exploits deadline. 

 July 17th/18th/19th ï Trials and camping weekend, Little Hallingbury. 

Arrive Friday. TYRO Sat, RTV and CCV Sunday. 

 15/16 Aug ï Braughing  Camping Tyro RTV 

 19/20 Sept ï Mentley Farm Camping Tyro RTV 

 10/11 Oct ï Lt Baddow Camping CCV RTV Tyro 

Camping available from Friday evening 
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Comp Secs Report  

Well, life has been quite hectic of late, getting ready for the Easter event, which 

has now been and gone. We were, from the beginning, looking at a more club 

type event, rather than the larger events of previous years. This was, however, 

still quite a feat to organise, and our sincere thanks go to all those who worked so 

hard to make it a success. 

Competitions were varied, with good numbers of competitors for each and all 

had slightly larger numbers than a normal club trial. 

Although land was limited, the clerks of the course still managed some 

challenging sections, which caught out more than one driver! 

Congratulations to all those who competed and those who clerked, you made this 

a very successful weekend. 

There were, as most of you know, two rather unpleasant injuries to two of our 

members, but how well these situations were handled. We are pleased to be able 

to tell you that both persons involved are continuing to recover well. 

We have been raising money for the Air Ambulance for some years now, as ours 

is a sport that can sometimes require medical assistance, how glad we were to 

see it arrive so promptly and take such good care of friends in need. Thank you 

to all those who made this part of the weekend easier to manage. I was 

particularly proud of the way the children responded, by keeping out of the way 

and letting adults take care of the situation, especially when the helicopter 

landed. Most were still rather keen to continue with the bike trial and indeed did, 

having completed all sections, totalled points and had their own prize giving, 

whilst the drama unfolded elsewhere! 

We need feedback about this event, and what you want for next year. Please try 

to come to the AGM to have your say. 

One thing that has already been mentioned is the fact that the Easter trials cost 

more than normal club trials, even though they appear to be the same. However, 

we have to plan for extra competitors from other clubs, greater facilities, such as 

toilets (which were the greatest outgoing we had this year) and landowner fees. 

Add this to the possibility of new equipment for some events, signage and other 

sundry costs such as postage and it all adds up. Therefore a decision was taken 

some years ago, that in order to maximise profit for the charity and minimise 

losses for the club, fees for various events would be more. I hope this clears up 

the reasoning behind the increase for this one event. If this is still as clear as mud 

you will need to speak with the committee at the AGM. 
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If you would like to volunteer for Comp sec, it is still up for grabs. 

Regards Penny Garwood. 

 

PS As we go to print the news is that Barry has made a good recovery, although 

there are still some lingering niggles. Rowland is recovering well, albeit more 

slowly than Barry. Heôll be off his feet for a few weeks yet, but is grateful for all 

the support and enquiries from everyone. 

He reckons if you see him near a log again- hit him with it!! 

We hope to see him at an event in the near future. 
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Membership Secretaryõs Corner 

Membership secretary position will become vacant at AGM, as after five 

enjoyable fulfilling years I intend to stand down. Nominees or volunteers: names 

to Hon. Sec. Please. 

The membership stands at: - 

Main members   161 

Family members  166 

Total    327 

We also have 83 Essexettes. 

ELRC would like to welcome the following new members and returnees: - 

 

Trevor 

 

Cliff & Kay Pountney Chelmsford Mr J.Macklow Bradwell on Sea 

Peter Bertorelli Rayleigh David & Catherine Brobson Chelmsford 

Terry Mayo Wickford Mark Debenham & Dallas Powell Colchester 

Paul & Mrs D Hull Weeley Mark & Belinda Neale Walton-on-Naze 

Jonathan Brown Sudbury Christopher & Dedorah Hirst Colchester 

Rowland & Jenny Brown Chelmsford Steve & Lesley Phillips Gosfield 

Jason Peck Chelmsford Stephen & Karen Piper Halstead 

Jim & Sue Bushell Chelmsford Nigel & Catherine Pitt Chelmsford 

Michael Chambers Maldon Jonathan & Gaye Reynolds Chelmsford 

Trevor & Jane Cox Hockley Jenny & Dean Squibb Romford 

Phillip Ray Harlow Derek & Anne Stagg Basildon 

Bob & Violet Debenham Harwich Colin & Deborah Summers Ongar 

James Watson Harlow Alan Taylor Leigh-on-Sea 

Colin Digby Tiptree David Bruce & Abigail Briggs Danbury 

Steven Fishwick Tiptree Richard Wright & Chris Vinton Ridgewell 

Gerry Ford Sudbury Stuart Wright & Ellen Fisher Sible Hedingham 

Geoff & Tim Hannington Belfast William Day Little Waltham 

James & Katie Hartley London Timothy & Alex Howard Sible Hedingham 

Brenda & Martin Hartley Chelmsford Alistair Booker & Charlotte Bloomfield B.S.E. 

Jonathan Mahoney Haverhill Roger & Christine Attmere Colchester 

Glen Rumbelow Braintree   
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AGM 2009  

The AGM will be held at Toftôs Chase, Little Baddow on Saturday 27th June. 

The meeting will commence at 17:30 (Promptly!).  

The meeting Agenda includes the items listed below. Any additions to this 

Agenda notified to the club secretary will be posted on the club website prior to 

the meeting. 

Current agenda items 

 Apologies 

 Minutes of the last meeting 

 Receive reports from the club directors / committee 

 Election of committee members 

 AOB 

We have been notified that the following committee members will not be 

standing for re-election this year: 

Competition Secretary(s) ï Richard & Penny Garwood 

Membership Secretary ï Trevor Hannington 

The remainder of the committee have put themselves forward for re-election. 

Any nominees for committee posts should be sent to the club secretary prior to 

the meeting.  

The meeting will be followed by a bar-be-que ï you supply the food, and we 

provide something to cook it on.  

 

 

 

Karl. 
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From the chair  

As I write this, the weather is great and we are looking ahead to the Nationals in 

a couple of weeks. If the weather holds, it should be a greaté 

Kevin & I went up to Manby to meet the ALRC organising committee and the 

CoCs from the various clubs setting out the events. We have been allocated an 

area for the tyro trial that should provide enough space and challenging terrain to 

set a good selection of proper tyro trial sections rather than just weaving through 

the canes in a car park. The ALRC have stipulated that the tyro can only run 

between 11:00 and 16:00 ï so we have just 5 hours to get as many sections 

driven as possibleé Weôll report back at the AGM how it all went. 

On the subject of the AGM, there should be official notices elsewhere in 

Exploits with the formal notices of changes etc. We have two definite 

resignations this year in the form of the Comp Secs and Membership Secretary. 

Both of these are key roles for the club ï we really need your help to fill these 

posts. If you would like to know more about what these jobs involve, either talk 

to the people currently doing it, or one of the other committee members. 

There has been some discussion at the last couple of committee meetings 

regarding the number of posts. We, according to the rules, have potential for 17 

committee members. Some say that this is too many, whilst the counter argument 

is that these people are those that want to get involved and make the club 

function across all areas, from competitions to camping to shows and social 

activities ï Iôm sure it will be discussed at the AGM, so let your views be known 

then, or to me or Kevin before the meeting. 

And donôt forget, itôs not just the posts where people have given notice of 

resignations that are up for grabs. The whole committee stand down at the end of 

June and offer themselves for re-election at the meeting. So that means if you 

fancy being the new chairman, secretary or editor all you need to do it put your 

name forward (with a proposer and second). 

In the last issue of Exploits we were looking forward to Easter and the Driving 

Force event. I can report that both were a success, although Easter could be 

described as eventful! Hopefully there are lots of reports about the Easter event 

elsewhere in Exploits. 

For me, the highlight was the quiz evening in the marquee. Iôm a believer of 

using resources available to you, and also in learning from others where you can. 

Penny had set some unbelievably difficult (for me) questions. I noticed that some 

of the younger competitors were tapping away on mobile phonesé I have the 

internet on mine tooé perhaps an answer I could findé? Well, I can report that 
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mobile phone internet is just too damn slow ï I only managed to look up two 

questions the whole evening. It would appear that our venerable quiz mistress 

considered using such resources to be cheating! All Iôll say is that it wasnôt in the 

driverôs briefing. 

Apart from the Quiz there was a full weekend of trials type events as usual, and, 

although the site initially looked quite tame, were all challenging. We did, 

however have two incidents. The first saw Barry Kay try to stand Trevor & 

Jamesô trialler on itôs nose when going into a hole. The trialler wasnôt having any 

of this and decided to rest on itôs roof. Barry was carted off to hospital with stiff 

neck and a bit of a headache. Then on Sunday during the winch event, Rowland 

broke his leg (quite badly), resulting in an airlift to hospital. 

At both of these events it was really impressive to see how the emergency plan 

swung into action. A chain of command was naturally formed, and people 

assigned to tasks ï all done without question. I wonôt single out any individuals 

as that wouldnôt be fair, but to all those that played a part ï thank you. When we 

sign on, we sign to say we know that ómotorsport is dangerousô but we never 

really expect it to be, so when it does go wrong itôs good to know that we can 

manage the situation effectively. 

I understand that the bump on the head hasnôt changed Barry ï but Iôll leave you 

all to make your own jokes, as Iôm sure heôs expecting some. And Rowland is 

doing well ï he will now set off airport metal detectors when he putôs his foot in 

it, and should back to normal relatively soon. 

Rowlandôs incident made it to the press ï with appearances on Radio 4, Anglia 

TV, the Daily Telegraph (front page!) and the Essex Chronicle. As is typical 

with the press, the stories were appallingly inaccurate! The club has a duty to 

report incidents occurring at our events to the MSA, and also to go via the MSA 

when releasing stories like this to the press, so it is important that we go through 

the correct channels. 

I was contacted after the Chronicle had been sniffing around for story, and after 

clearing it with Rowland & Jenny, and then the MSA, the details of the event 

were given to the paper. However, the story the Telegraph reported did not come 

via formal channels from the clubé I need to ask that if anybody is considering 

talking to the press, to come via one of the committee first. Please do not under 

estimate the importance of an inaccurate story reported by the press, and how 

that could effect our club, and the sport as a whole. 

The Driving Force event should also have coverage elsewhere in Exploits from 

those that entered or marshalled. Kevin put a huge effort into getting this event to 

work with the Met. Police Club, so special thanks must go to Kev, and also to all 

the marshals that turned out over the weekend to make it all work. I understand 
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 that they all had a good time, but also did work hard. 

And congratulations to the teams who entered ï I believe they have the 

silverware to show for it. However, glory will only come to them if they have 

written up their articlesé 

You may have noticed that we have a new club equipment trailer. The old one 

has been retired, and now serves as kit store & transport for the show equipment. 

The new one has been fitted out for storage, and includes an area for signing on. 

Additionally, Ralph has fully sign-written the trailer too. It now looks really 

smart, and presents a good image of the club, it will even be on display at the 

Nationals. I fully expect lots of members to now volunteer to tow it to eventsé. 

But I wonôt hold my breath. Thanks to all those involved in preparing the 

trailers. 

The show season should be well underway by the time you read this, so thanks to 

all that are participating. On the subject of shows, I was talking to the ALRC 

shows coordinator whilst we were at Manby. They are interested in people who 

want to show their vehicle on the ALRC stand at some of the national shows. If 

thatôs you, then get in touch with the ALRC ï details as per their website or the 

Green Book, and say I sent you. 

See you at the AGM 

Karl. 

A note about setting out  

Recent events have brought to the fore thoughts about setting out trials.   

Setting out is probably the time you are most likely to get into difficulty, as to 

push things a bit further than you would in a trials, ójust to see if itôs 

driveableôé!  Itôs bad practice, therefore, to set off in to the site on your own.  It 

is a standing club instruction that there are at least two people working together 

to set out a trial,  

At the last committee it was decided that we should get all those who sign on to 

leave their mobile number in the signing on trailer, and to take a radio, so at least 

they can for help if in difficulty.  

So, to stop me whinging on any more, think about your safe keeping when 

setting out, before leaping into the drivers seat to ójust see iféô   Thanks.  

Karl. 
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MSA launches Code of Conduct  
to improve standards of behaviour  

 

The Motor Sports Association has unveiled a Code of Conduct in a bid to improve behaviour at 
motor sport events.  
 The new Code has been incorporated into the 2009 Blue Book on page 75, under paragraph 49 of 
the National Sporting Code and the governing body is now urging all competitors and officials to 
acquaint themselves with the wording before the season begins. The MSA is also warning those that 
do not adhere to the spirit of the Code that they will be dealt with as severely as possible by the 
authorities.  
 Colin Hilton, MSA Chief Executive: 
"We have been seeing a rise in anecdotal reports of bad behaviour at events and that is clearly not 
acceptable. The MSA has a duty to protect everyone involved in motor sport, so we are making it 
clear to everyone what is expected of them. This applies not only to licence holders, but also to 
teams, supporters and of course MSA officials. Motor sport events will always be competitive 
environments, but it should be possible to compete hard and retain respect for others at the same 
time." 
 

MSA Code of Conduct 

The Motor Sports Association expects you, and your associates, at all times to: 

Abide by the MSA regulations  

Respect the decisions of event officials  

Treat all competitors, marshals and officials equally with respect  

Maintain the highest standards of driving behaviour  

Conduct yourself in a proper manner at all times and always behave in the best interests 

of UK motor sport  

Make every effort to minimise the impact of your activities on the environment around you  

Abuse 

The Motor Sports Association will not tolerate any form of abuse or aggression towards officials, 
marshals, spectators and competitors. 

The Motor Sports Association and the National Court will impose the most stringent sanction 

against any transgression. 

Safety 

You are reminded that participation in motor sport carries an inherent risk and the ultimate 
responsibility for safety lies with the individual. The Motor Sports Association urges you to make the 
maximum possible effort to ensure your own safety at all times.  

 

 

Issued on behalf of the Motor Sports Association  
For further information please contact Ben Taylor   

Telephone: +44 (0)7866 449940  E-mail: msapressoffice@bentaylor.uk.com   

 

 
Issued on behalf of the Motor Sports Association, Motor Sports House, Riverside Park, Colnbrook, SL3 0HG 

 
For all the latest MSA news and results visit the official website http://e2ma.net/go/1828680285/1671784/62180490/goto:http://

www.msauk.org/ 
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Results 

 

Easter Winch Results  

     
1st Kev and Nik 210 pts 

2nd Paul and Phil/Terry 281 pts 

3rd Fred and Mike 320 pts 
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