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Achtung Trevor  

Beware Low flying Land - Rovers 
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 Message from your editor  

The first edition under my stewardship seemed to go tolerably well. 

Nobody beat a path to my door nor threatened me with bodily violence. I did, 
however, manage to omit a couple of articles, I apologise profusely, all that 

effort by contributors deserves better. I hope Iôve included them in this edition 

and not missed anybody elseôs. Iôm at last getting to grips with M$ Publisher so 

Iôm not destroying everything quite so often.  

Outsourcing the printing was approved at the recent committee meeting. 

So thatôs one thing off my mind, still have the envelopes, addressing and 

stamping thereof  to test me. Think I have that covered. 

Some will have noticed that I managed to lose access to my mail server 

and website while I was over playing RTV @ Hallingbury. It turned out to be as 

usual with these computer things a massive example of finger trouble. I had left 
the idle time-out on my router at the default of 5 minutes, so it waited for that 

and went home! Needing a physical kick to wake it up again. It has now been set 

to Ð so it should behave as óalways onô as it is supposed to. 

Photographs in this edition are copyright, mostly © Bosuncam 2007 

Now for something completely tragic. A Land Rover enthusiast in Lincolnshire 
swerved to avoid a head-on with a Transit on a single lane road, rolled into the 

adjacent dyke and lost half his family. It was a particularly well prepared 110, 

otherwise it might have been even worse, if that could be possible, the kids 

were all belted in and óGreshô couldnôt get them out, one, the youngest, died at 
the scene and 3 others later in hospital. I would like to extend our deepest 

sympathy to óGreshô, (Nigel Gresham) his partner, Sara and their four surviving 

children. There is a website should you wish to donate something towards the 
not insubstantial funeral costs.  http://www.greshamfamilyfund.co.uk/ 

http://www.greshamfamilyfund.co.uk/
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Forthcoming Events  

Here are the events for the  rest of 2007.Unless otherwise noted all trials 

on a Sunday will have signing on from 8.30 until 9.45 with the trial starting at 
10.00, Tyro trials on Saturdays will have signing on from 10.30 until 11.45 with 

a 12.00 start. Please arrive in good time for scrutineering and signing on. Trials 

are all £20. Pre-booked by the preceding Thursday they will be £15 unless 

otherwise noted. 

October 13-14 ï Trials weekend. Sudbury. ï Tyro Saturday and RTV / CCV 

Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

October 16 ï Pub meet 
October 21 ï Easter Briefing meeting ï Hare Roxwell 4pm--7pm 

October 28 ï Green Laning 

November 10-11 ï Trials weekend. Ingrave. ï Tyro Saturday and RTV / CCV 
Sunday. Volunteers to set out needed. 

November 20 ï Pub meet 

November 25 ï Green Laning 

December 8 ï Day into night trials at Venue Mid Essex. Tyro, RTV & CCV all 
running concurrently, but separately. Signing on is from 11.30 - 12.45 with the 

trial starting at 13.00, and probably finishing around 19.00 (ish).  

December 15 ï Christmas Dinner 
December 18 ï Pub meet 

December 27 ï Christmas Pud Shakedown ï Venue Shalford. Open from 10am 

ï 4pm. Marshals Needed ï Please note only Tyro/RTV legal vehicles are now 
allowed at this event. 

all bookings for trials, unless otherwise noted, to Rob by Friday before 

Saturday & Sunday trials or Thursday before camping weekend events by e-mail 

to rob@visualr.co.uk, or phone me on 07922 153836 - if I donôt answer just 
leave your name and details, Iôll only call you back if you specifically request me 

to. You can also book in via the ELRC internet discussion forum. If you e-mail 

or leave a message can you let me know what you are intending to drive. Trial 
entry forms in Word format are available on the website to download a fill out 

before you come to an event.  

All Camping Bookings to Derek Herbert up to Tuesday before the event 

on 07749 849856. 

Green Lane bookings to Ralph Coulson. Exact locations of the starting 

point will be advised just before the event. Contact details: 01245 283459 or 

07968 796804, or by e-mail at Ralph.Coulson@btinternet.com  
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 Show event bookings to Nigel Wood ï contact details at the back of 

Exploits. 

Other clubs events (contact Rob for more details) that weôve been 

invited to: 

SOMERSET AND WILTS LRC ï MENDIP CHALLENGE 2007 RTV 

Saturday 13th October and CCV Sunday 14th October entries limited to 

120 in each trial ï entry Secretary is Rod Findlay, SWLRC, Beech Tree 

Barn, Marksbury, Bath, Somerset BA2 9HQ tel. 0761470577 

  
Other dates will be added as they become available. 

Competition Secretary's Column  

Welcome to another action packed competition Secretary's 

column and I hope you all had a great summer trialing, camping and 

laning. Unfortunately due to holidays and other commitments I have 

missed the last couple of trials but my thanks go to all those who stood in 

and made sure it all happened regardless.  

The Autumn programme of events has been subject to a few 

site and date changes so check out the events column to make sure you are 

at the right site on the right day. We will be using a new site at Ingrave in 

November and I hope you will enjoy the site as much as our other ones. 

We have discussed long and hard the difficulty of our Tyro 

and RTV trials and have decided to try and run these a little more as 

prescribed by the green book. I would like to see people able to move 

from Tyro to RTV without fear of damaging their vehicles putting them 

off. As such Barry Kay will be setting it out in a disco so if you have not 

RTVed before why not give it a try. 

I have also been asked to bring a few items to your attention 

regarding scrutineering queries. Recently we have had a few questions 

over the need for extra throttle springs for trialing. The definitive 

statement is "You must have 1 throttle spring on the final linkage of the 

carburetor" this means that if your carb has one fitted as standard you 
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need not fit another, if it doesn't you will need to fit one. We have also 

received a request to clamp down on seat belt usage, we have been asked 

to inform you and enforce the following "In Tyro/RTV all seat belts must 

be worn as designed regardless of the original equipment fitted to the 

vehicle." This means if you have a 3 point seat belt fitted you must wear 

both lap and shoulder strap even if no seat belt was fitted originally. This 

will also apply to 4 point harnesses and will be checked on by Marshalls 

at the start of each section. 

I also need to clarify that due to permit rule changes it will no 

longer be possible to allow CCV and other non MOTed vehicles at the 

Christmas Pud Shakedown. All vehicles must comply fully with the rules 

for Tyro/RTV vehicles to be able to join in. 

We also have the Easter briefing meeting at the Hare at 

Roxwell on the 21st October and It would be good to see as many people 

there as possible, I will even be there myself this time. 

In the meantime enjoy yourselves and I hope to meet you at a 

trial soon. 



-6- 

ESSEX EXPLOITS   

 

 London to Brighton Land Rover Run  

Hello to all you Land Rover lovers out there ! 

It may seem a long way off to you but Iôm here to tell you that this years 
London to Brighton Land Rover Run is on Sunday the 30th of September 

2007.  

As many of you know, this event is very popular and the total amount of 

vehicles has been rising every year. Itôs a great way to meet fellow Landy lovers 

& is also a great day out for all the family ! 

The entry fee is £25 per vehicle. Apart from taking part on the run each 

entrant will receive a free T-shirt, a plaque for your Land Rover, a run pack, a 

programme & free parking all day on Madeira Drive.  

For those of you who come from afar, and I know there are a lot of you, 

we can still provide a free camping space for you at Crystal Palace on the 

Saturday night. There will be toilets on site.  

Well our club, the South London &  Sur rey LRC, canôt wait to hear 

from you ï so please spread the word to your friends & family and please get 

filling in those forms! You can down load these from our websites (details 

below).  

If you have any difficulties printing out the form or any other queries 

please contact me direct.  Thank you.  

Shirley Anne Phillips 

SLSLRC 

020-7582 9948 
 

shirleyanne@phillips5.freeserve.co.uk 

www.slslrc.org.uk 

www.london2brighton.org.uk 
 

 

I suspect the run will be over before you receive this edition of Exploits, 
however if  not and you need an entry form I have an electromagical one.  Ed 
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 Christmas Meal  

 

 Christmas is coming fast! The chocolates are in a store near you! So 

now is the time to book your place at the Christmas meal. 

 Where is it ?  The Hare, Roxwell 

 
 When is it?  Saturday 15th December 2007 

 

 What time?  7.00 for 7.30 

 
 What will it cost? £23.50 per head 

 

What shall I bring? A wrapped gift for the raffle  
This should cost no more than £5 and can be entertaining or just Landy, but 

please mark it óover 18ô if it has an adult content. 

 

How do I book? Contact Sue either by e-mail or phone and I will send 
you a menu. 

 

suecoulson@btopenworld.com 01245 283459 

*****é.Change of date é..***** 

Easter Planning Meeting  

21st  October 4.00 ð 7.00  
Please note change of date. 

We will be meeting at The Hare, Roxwell to discuss plans for the 2008 

Easter Inter Club. 

Everyone welcome.  

Food available :- 

Ham, Egg and Chips or Sausage, Mash and Onion Gravy £7.00 

Or a childrenôs option of Nuggets and Chips for Ã3.50 

Please book your food with me by phone, e-mail or on the Forum by 
Thursday 18th October. 

Sue Coulson 

mailto:suecoulson@btopenworld.com
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 From the chair  

The summer seems to have come and gone with a bit of a splash.  There 

has been quite a bit going on in the club over the summer, none of which I have 
managed to get to. L  However, from listening to the stories from those that 

were there, and looking at BosunCam, it seems to have gone rather well. 

Plans are being developed for Easter. We have initial approval from a 

landowner to use a site in the west of the county, and a possible lead on an 
alternative, central Essex site.  All being well, by the time you read this we have 

full agreement for an Easter venue in Essex. More detail should be elsewhere in 

Exploits, and you find out more still, and how to get involved, by coming along 

to the planning meeting on the 21st October.  

The competitive side of the club is gaining from a new site, and another 

potential site, adding more variety to the calendar. The pub meets, greenlining 
continue to be popular, and the show side of the club should develop even more 

under Nigelôs direction.  

A couple of articles fell from the last issue of Exploits, lost in the 

interweb somewhere, so Iôve sent them in again for this issue. Theyôre a bit of 
old hat now in a way, but I typed them, so you can at least have the chance of 

reading them. 

Congratulations to the Essex contingent that made their way to 
Breckland at the August bank holiday.  We gained a few prizes in the CCV and 

the comp. All being well there is a full write up and set of results elsewhere in 

Exploits. Well done all.  

Karl Reilly 

Summary of minutes of the last committee meeting  
 

Below is a brief summary of the minutes of the committee meeting held on 
Saturday 15th September 2007.  Any member that wants a full copy of the 

minutes please contact me. 

 

13 members attended the meeting with 3 apologies 
Meeting opened at 7.00pm 

Exploits printing was discussed and it was voted to be published 

externally by a printing company. 
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MSA updates were noted and will be acted upon including first aid kits 
and paramedics at comp safari's. 

ALRC minutes were discussed and points that needed clarification by 

scrutineers will be followed up. 

Camping code has changed giving us some benefit. 
Recovery and ropes was discussed and relevant points should be written 

about elsewhere in Exploits. 

The TYRO winch event and winch training is going ahead as there are 
enough entries.  Date and format to be arranged and more entries are 

welcome. 

New sites were added to the events with some changes this year. 
Easter Interclub is being bought back to Essex in 2008 with a suitable 

site being confirmed before the Easter planning meeting (21st October 

2007). 

Secretary gave a written report of items.  Drivingforce event have asked 
us to help again in April 2008 and issued an invite to take part. 

Treasurer was welcomed and explained new signatory's for club 

accounts are in hand. 
Competition Officer reported on the severity of trials with a writen piece 

to be published in Exploits.  Marshal training date is to be added to the 

calendar for 2008. 
Exploits will supply format to add Exploits to the website. 

Scrutineer's raised some points particularly the correct use of seat belts 

in trials. 

Rover Rescue had nothing to report but gave the dates of the planned 
first aid training in November 2007. 

Rights of Way reported and excellent club laning holiday. 

Webmaster reported the site being hijacked but now all back to normal. 
Social secretary reported good attendance at pub meets and is taking 

bookings for the club Christmas dinner. 

Club shop reported on stock items and those sold. 

New shows officer was welcomed and gave a report on those shows 
attended this year and plans for 2008. 

Other members of the committee gave their reports and or made 

comments during the meeting. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 10.30pm lasting for 3 ½ hours. 
 

The next committee meeting will be on Saturday 17th November 2007. 

 

Kevin  Club Sec  
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 Membership Secretaryõs Corner 

 
 

Family members now include the under seventeens and young adults in 

full time education, but not our 50 children. 
 

ELRC would like to welcome the following new members and returnees: - 

 
 

Congratulations to Colin Summers and Debbie Ridley, who got married in 

the Royal Pavilion Brighton Saturday September 8th, and who are 

honeymooning in Kenya. 

Some of us were suited and booted on Saturday and rolled and bent on 

Sunday!  
Trevor 

The membership stands at: -  

Individual members  49 

Family members 266 

Total 315 

Jeff & Carole Sellens Colchester 

Martin & Paul Simmons Coggeshall 

James Taylor Chelmsford 

Peter Thompson Coggeshall 

Mark & Sandra Howard Harlow 

Simon Dixon & Claire Jackson Stock 

Chris Brinkman Bryony Posselwhite Wattisham 

Tony & Beverley Wall Romford 

Insurance and the MSA  

The subject of insurance came up the other day, and it was clear that 

what the MSA insure at our events wasnôt always clear. 

For most disciplines of motor sport you have to have a competition 
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licence, and with that honour comes, what is affectionately known as, the Blue 
Book. This large compilation of words sets out all that is required of competitors 

and organisers, and what the MSA then do in return.  

For trialling though, you donôt need a competition licence so you donôt 

get the obvious opportunity to enjoy the enthralling read that the Blue Book 

provides. However, those nice people at the ALRC have thoughtfully included 
many of the relevant sections of the Blue Book at the back of the Green Book, so 

all is not lost. 

I seem to be digressing.  

Back to the insurance. The MSA insurance that is most commonly talked 

about is the liability insurance provided to the land owner for our activities, 
which also covers injury to officials or the public, provided that the organisers 

have arrangements in place that are in accordance with the Blue Book.  

The insurance extends to competitors who are competition licence 

holders and provides cover for loss of a limb, loss of eyesight and so forth. The 

sums payable arenôt vast, and wouldnôt pay off your mortgage, but they are 
enough to seriously cushion the blow if you were injured an unable to work for a 

while.  

So, if you have a competition licence, and drive in an event that doesnôt 

require you to have a competition licence, you are personally insured against 

injury. But if you havenôt got one, youôre not insured.  

The insurance cover is provided for you, not your vehicle. If you are at 

an event and trash your pride and joy of a motor, itôs down to you. Similarly, as 

we had a long while ago, you dent somebody elseôs vehicle (such as leaving 

yours parked without the handbrake on properly) then that is down to the two 
vehicles owners to sort out because your regular highway insurance doesnôt 

cover you for participation in motor sports activities.  

Simply put, the MSA (through an insurance provider) insure the club 

against claims for the clubôs activities, and insure competition licence holders 

against personal injury when competing in an MSA permitted event.  

The cost to you for all this insurance is the £4 or so premium you pay 

when you sign on, and just £15 for a licence annually. To my mind £15 for an 

insurance premium is really quite good value. If you want a licence go to the 

MSA website (www.msauk.org) where you can find full instructions for how to 

get one, or just hassle the comp secé  

Karl Reilly 
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 Results from the National  
 

We had a very wet National this year up at Baden Hall, but still a great 

turn out from Essex Members. So to share their success and whatnot, hereôs a 

summary of the results. 

Tyro Trial  

No Essex entries, not even the defending cup holders, because it was 

held on Friday, a school day. 

RTV Trial  

There were 208 starters, and only 7 retirements. Two run offs for the 

silverware and lots of good competition, with the winner on clears on day. 

In class 2 we had the following: 

 
Tim Wyman   2nd in Class and 54th overall on 14 pts 

Jan Tresadern  6th in Class and 83rd overall on 20 pts 

David Wyman  8th in Class and 103rd overall on 25 pts 
Mark Neale   15th in Class and 137th overall on 34 pts 

Keith Wilkinson  18th in Class and 147th overall on 38 pts 

Sue Coulson   20th in Class and 155th overall on 41 pts 
Pete Tresadern  22nd in Class and 161st overall on 43 pts 

Belinda Neale  30th in Class and 193rd overall on 64 pts 

In class 4 we had: 

 
Trevor Hannington  11th in Class and 26th overall on 26 pts 

Simon Foster  17th in Class and 37th overall on 37 pts 

Cliff Pountney  42nd in Class and 83rd overall on 20 pts 
Mike Wilkinson  29th in Class and 128th overall on 31 pts 

In class 7 we had: 

 
Martin Hinch  1st in Class and 50th overall on 13 pts 

Richard Mahoney  4th in Class and 99th overall on 24 pts 

Mark Pycraft  5th in Class and 157th overall on 42 pts 

Heather Pycraft  6th in Class and 163rd overall on 44 pts 

 

Well done to Martin and Tim on bringing home the silverware.  
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CCV Trial  

There were 181 starters, 22 retirements and lots and lots of rain. Those 

that retired were awarded 12 points for the sections missed, so that overall 

placings could be calculated.  

Overall 1st placed driver was Neal Mellish from P&DLRC on just 11 
points. 

In class 6 we had the following: 

 
Cliff Pountney  Retired, but given 170th overall 

Karl Reilly   Retired, but given 175th overall 

In class 9 we had: 

 

James Hartley  17th in Class and 23rd overall on 46 pts 

Trevor Hannington  61st in Class and 109th overall on 76 pts 

Barry Kay   Retired, but given 169th overall 

In class 10 we had: 

 

Richard Garwood  7th in Class and 38th overall on 53 pts 
Paul Steward  15th in Class and 56th overall on 59 pts 

Sue Bushell   37th in Class and 116th overall on 79 pts 

Comp Safari 

There were 90 starters, and 15 retirements. The day started with a plan to 

get 6 runs in. Due to rain and stoppages (cause largely due it being a tad slippery 

in the rain) most drivers hadnôt got 6 runs in by the time the course closed. 

Contentiously, the organisers said that the first 4 run times would therefore 
count, and for drivers who had only done 3 runs, and average lap time would be 

calculated for the 4th run.  This approach, whilst necessary was unpopular with 

some, and also changed the overall placings for a number of drivers. So how did 
our drivers fare? 

In class 8 we had the following: 

 

James Hartley  7th in Class and 18th overall 
Jim Bushell   9th in Class and 26th overall 

Paul Steward  17th in Class and 50th overall 

Barry Kay   18th in Class and 51st overall 
Cliff Pountney  25th in Class and 65th overall 

John Berry   Retired 
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Automotive  

is based in Lincoln and provides a UK wide  

relining service for a wide range of brake and clutch 

applications, both riveted and bonded.   

Friction Bonding & Lining Ltd.  

For All Your Friction Lining Requirementséé. 01427 - 787774  

Agricultural  

Off - Highway 

ALL MATERIALS USED ARE COMPLETELY ASBESTOS FREE.  

Special rates have been negotiated for  

Essex Land Rover Club Members.  

FROM £3 per Shoe Re - Lined 

(You supply the shoesñLR Only) 

       Contact: Ralph Coulson          

for details: - 

Materials 

Handling 

Industrial & 

Specialist  

www.frictionbonding.co.ukwww.frictionbonding.co.uk   

Team Recovery 

There were only 5 teams entered, and by just a few seconds Richard 

Garwood and Paul Steward came 5th.  

Winch Recovery 

There were even less here than the team recovery with just 4 teams 
entered. Steve Eagle and Colin Digby worked hard, but retired.   

Bike Trials  

In the 5 to 8 group there were 17 entries, and 10 in the 13 and over 
group. (We had no entries in the other age groups.) 

 

Alex Steward came 11th with 15 points in the 5-8s 
Ben Bushell came 13th with 13 points in the 5-8s 

Luke Dockerill came 6th with 4 points in the over 13s 

Jake Dockerill came 7th with 7 points in the over 13s 
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THE NATIONALS 2007  

By Jan Tresadern  

Iôm hoping this write up will appear in print ok as I have Elvis Presley 

shouting in my ear. 

I must say I thoroughly enjoyed my Nationals this year, more than any 
other so far. We travelled up with Keith in his Lightweight, us pulling the trailer, 

him pulling his caravan. It was a smooth enough journey except for the hilly bits, 

but we can blame Keith for the rolling roadblocks. 

We arrived at Baden Hall and attempted to pitch our tent on the side of a 
hill. Keith had to bury his tow hitch in attempt to get the caravan level. We had 

no such luxury with the tent. The first morning we woke up my children had slid 

in their sleeping bags from one end of the tent to the other. I used my rucksack as 
a bolster so I was all right, Pete seemed to be magnetically attracted to the 

ground and hardly moved at all. 

The first day of trialing was RTV, I was glad as I get more tired as the 

weekend goes on so I was still fairly fresh. 

The line up was 8am. Blimey I was nervous. All the Red tops of Essex 

gathered together for drivers briefing (safety in numbers). Heather was as 

nervous as I was but the guys werenôt admitting to anything. Drivers briefing 
was strange as we had a local town crier in full costume reading us the rules of 

the day. Very bazaar, but very amusing. 

We set off in our groups for the day, 23 vehicles in each group, 12 
sections, it was gonna be a long day. Pete and I were double driving The Old 

Dog, I hoped she would do us proud. Trevor and Cliff were grouped with us and 

I was really glad to have them around.  

The sections were varied, some very drivable and some were top end 

RTV. In short my day went from bad to better to worse to better to ok. We didnôt 

get away until 8pm and by then all I wanted was a glass of something red and to 

see my children. I had a smashing day. The drivers from the other clubs were 
really friendly, some of them I was grouped with last year which was nice. The 

Marshalling was fair and consistent and thatôs all we can ask for really. Overall I 

think I got 6 clears on the day, the funny thing was that every time I got a clear, 
Ralph was there. I think he must be my lucky charm. Sadly I donôt think heôll fit 

in my pocket, I could tie him around my neck but I think he might get in the way 
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of the steering wheel. 

Sunday was CCV day. Now this was a weird kind of day. I was asked by 

Dawn Berry to passenger her. Sheôd managed to get a whole hour of sleep the 

night before, because of sleepless children. But she was on the ball and ready to 

go in the morning. It was John I felt sorry for, (only for a second though). He had 

a day looking after tired grumpy children. AAHH. 

Off we went into battle, (in the pouring rain). We drove off the campsite 

looking forward to our wet, cold and muddy day. We were waiting in our lanes, 
pretty nervous and already damp. Just as our lead marshal got in to his vehicle 

our engine died. (NO) we shouted. We had to be pushed off the line by the motor 

behind. In an attempt to bump start us Dawn pulled the gear stick off in her hand. 
(NO) we shouted again. We phoned the husbands who arrived with tools and 

small children. They put on a different gear stick, charged the battery and 

eventually we were off again, looking for our group. We were hunting hard until 

the engine just died again (NO), we cried. At that point we new that it was all 
over. We didnôt call the Pit crew again for a bit as they probably had only just 

made it back to camp in the rain with lots of unhappy children. So that was 

Sunday. 

Day and night the rains fell. Had we been camped any further down the 

hill we would have asked our pit crew to build us an Ark. 

Mondayé.Playing with the big boys. 

I was very lucky on Monday. Barry Kay asked me if Iôd like to 

passenger him in the Comp Safari. Iôll give you one guess what my answer was. 

I borrowed Keith lid and John Berryôs waterproofs as it was still raining. Iôll try 

and keep this brief but I cant promise anything. The first lap we got to grips with 
the course, weôd heard it was sloppy, and it was. Second lap, Barry was much 

quicker on this lap, we were flying right up to the point that we rolled it over on 

itôs side, (well Barry did). Barry looked down at me and asked if I was ok, I said 
yes and asked him the same question. Then he asked if I thought the motor was 

ok, (Heôd obviously heard what a wiz I am with engines), Yep I said , itôs fine. 

We got some spectators to roll us back onto all fours. We shouted YEE HA, and 

off we went again. I was fine until weôd finished that lap and I went and got 2 
coffees, I was shaking so much we only got half a cup each. The rest of our laps 

got quicker and quicker until the heavens opened and it rained like nothing on 

Earth. The course got shut down soon after that as part of it was un -drivable. 
Hats off to Barry and all the other comp drivers. They are awesome. Had we 

been going much faster I wouldnôt have had chance to wave at Ralph (3 times), 
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 Mike and Martin (twice) and my children once.  

Thank you to Barry for a great day, you sure know how to show a girl a 

good time. Iôd like to say well done to all our Essex drivers, Tyro, Team Rec, 

RTV, CCV and Comp. 

Id also like to say thank you to all the Essex members who made the 
effort to go out and Marshal for other events during the course of the weekend. 

Not much fun in all that rain. 

Roll on next yearééééééJan Tresadern 
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Rockyõs Glory 

My 2 and a bit week August annual holiday had been pants! We had 

spent a week in southern Norfolk, in a tent, with around 50% rain!! What 
happened to our late summer weather promised for August eh! (The weather 

men never get it right) so we came back home to Essex for the second week. 

I was in need of something to lift my spirits before I returned to the daily 

grind, why not go off-roading? 

I have been a member of the Essex Landrover Club for only 2 years, and 

started trialling last October (2006) going straight in at the deep end competing 

with my 88ò CCV vehicle affectionately called óRockyô which had taken me 

over 3 years to build, from scratch.  

I had attended the event at Easter this year, which was co-promoted by 

our club and Breckland Landrover club, held at Bircham Newton. It was only my 
4th trial and had been a great experience, this site is fun with all the elements to 

make off roading a challenge, however I did really badly in the trial, and crashed 

out on the first lap of the Comp, in a big hole! (Fair to say we laugh about it 

now!)  

In late July by my brother (Paul Steward) asked me if I was interested in 

going back to Bircham Newton, as a small number of Essex club members were 

going. It was to be a similar weekend to Easter, with the CCV on the Sunday, 

and a Comp Safari on the Monday. 

I had been uncertain but now my mind was set, and with a promise of 

great weather over the bank holiday weekend, I was ready for a re-match, and 

maybe even to try to lift my summer spirits, which were still damp! 

We arrived on the Saturday, just as the RTVs were returning, despite 

blazing sunshine they were filthy, most covered head to toe with sand / mud mix, 

but all seemed to be smiling. 

We set up camp and awaited the next morning, where we got 

scruitineered, and signed on. (Oh yes, I joined the Breckland club too!) 

The first section was at the entrance to the site, crawled around a small 
hill, splashed through water, and finished with our best impression of Big Foot, 

by having to attempt to climb onto a wrecked car. I managed to score a 1, only 

failing to mount the car at the end. 
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